
 
Introduction to Art History: Early Renaissance to the Present 

Course AH 01:082:106 

Online Course, First Summer Session 

July 6th- August 12th, 2020 

 

Instructor: 

Caitlin Play, PhD Candidate Department of Art History, Rutgers University 

Email: Caitlin.play@rutgers.edu 

 

Office Hours: 

Office hours are on Mondays and Wednesdays from 1:00-3:00 in Voorhees Hall (room TBD) or 

by appointment.  

 

 

          
 

 

Course Description: 

Introduction to Art History 106 introduces students to an overview of artists, artistic movements, 

and culture spanning from the 14th to the 21st centuries. We will cover paintings, sculpture, 

architecture, prints, photography, performance and moving image by the most important artists 

in history, including Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Caravaggio, Rembrandt, David, Manet, 

Monet, Van Gogh, Matisse, Picasso, O’Keefe, Pollock and Warhol. This class lays the 

groundwork for more advanced art history courses by training students in visual analysis and 

introducing students to some of the most innovative art historical studies. Students will also learn 

how the visual products of a culture relate to historical circumstances, societal values, and 

shifting personal and collective identities. The skills developed in this course provide important 

tools for navigating and interpreting media and visual representation in the twenty-first century.  

 

 

Prerequisites: 

There are no prerequisites for this course.  



 

 

Textbook and Technology Requirements: 

This course does not require the purchase of a specific textbook. Instead, students will be 

required to download and complete readings that will be posted on our course Sakai site.  

 

 

Grading Scale: 

Grade Range 

A 90–100 

B+ 85–89 

B 80–84 

C+ 75–79 

C 70–74 

D 60–69 

F Below 60 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  



 

Assignments: 

 
Grade Overview:  

In-Class Participation:  20% 

Critical Response Paper:  25%  

Museum Paper:   25%  

Final Exam:    30%  

 

 

Course Participation (20%) 

Most course meetings will feature interactive, in-class assignments designed to increase your 

understanding of the course material, ranging from group discussions to annotated sketches. 

Student participation in these activities is required. 

 

Critical Response Paper (25%) 

In the second week of the semester, students will compose a short, two-page paper in response to 

a provided prompt. This exercise will teach you how to look critically at art for the rest of the 

semester and will prepare you for the type of questions posed on the final exam.  

The critical response essay will be due in class on Wednesday, July 22nd. No extensions will 

be permitted. 

 

 

Museum Paper (25%) 

Towards the end of the semester, you will be responsible for visiting an art museum and 

completing a corresponding paper. Students will select a work of art from a supplied list. In this 

five-page paper, you will carefully describe and critically analyze a work of art. The museum 

paper guidelines will be posted later in the semester and will provide you with a series of specific 

questions you should answer, as well as a list of works of art and museums from which you can 

choose.  

You will be required to provide proof of your visit to the museum. The only outside sources you 

should use are your textbook and class notes. You are expected to construct your own analysis, 

derived from what you see and what you have learned in this course.  

This will be due in class on Wednesday, August 5th. No extensions will be permitted. 

 

Final Exam (30%) 

The final exam will be given during our normally-scheduled course on August 12th. The specific 

format of the exam and how to submit your essays will be shared later in the semester. No 

makeup exams will be permitted. 

 

  



 

Course Schedule  
(subject to revision) 

 

Date Weekly Topics and Reading Assignments  

Week 1 | July 6 – July 12 

 

The Trecento and Quattrocento in 

Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, July 6th: The Late Medieval and Early Renaissance 

in Europe  

 

• Late Medieval Italy 

o The Trecento in Siena  

o The Trecento in Florence  

 

• Late Medieval in Northern Europe 

• Northern Europe in the 15
th 

Century 

o Burgundy and Flanders 

o France  

o Manuscript Painting  

 

Wednesday, July 8th: The Quattrocento in Italy 

 

• The birth of humanism 

• Quattrocento painting and sculpture 

o Florence and the Medici 

o Rome 

• Quattrocento architecture 

 

Week 2 | July 13-July 19 

 

The Sixteenth Century in Europe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, July 13th: The Cinquecento in Italy and the Birth 

of a “Global Renaissance”  

• The birth of a “Global Renaissance” 

• High Renaissance Art in Italy 

o Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation 

o The Catholic Reformation 

• Mannerism in Italy 

• Paragone: Venetian colore vs. Florentine disegno 

  



 Wednesday, July 15th: High Renaissance and Mannerism in 

Northern Europe 

• The Sixteenth Century in Northern Europe 

o Germany 

o The Netherlands 

o France 

 

 

Week 3 | July 20-July 26 

The Baroque Across Europe 

 

Monday, July 20th: The Southern Baroque 

• The Baroque in Rome and Naples 

o Painting  

o Sculpture 

o Architecture 

• The Baroque in Spain 

o Painting 

o Architecture 

 

 

Wednesday, July 22nd: Northern Baroque and Rococo 

Critical Analysis Paper Due Wednesday, July 22nd  

• The Baroque in Northern Europe 

o Flanders 

o The Dutch Republic 

o France 

• Rococo art and architecture in France 

 

Week 4 | July 27-August 2 

 

The 18th and 19th Centuries in 

Europe 

 

 

 

 

Monday, July 27th: The Enlightenment to Realism 

• The Enlightenment 

• Neoclassicism  

• Europe and America, 1800–1870 

o Art Under Napoleon 

o Romanticism 

o Realism 

o Photography 
 

 



Wednesday, July 29th: Europe and America, 1870-1900   

• Marxism, Darwinism, Modernism   

• Impressionism 

• Post-Impressionism 

• Symbolism 

Week 5 | August 3-August 9 

 

Modernism and Contemporary Art 

in Europe and America 

 

Monday, August 3rd: Modernism in Europe and America 

 

 

• Modernism in Europe, 1900–1945 

o Fauvism 

o Primitivism and Cubism 

o Futurism 

o Surrealism 

o Architecture 

• Modernism in America, 1900-1945 

o Painting 

o Photography 

o Architecture 

• Modernism and Postmodernism in Europe and America, 

1945 to 1980 

o Abstract Expressionism 

o Post Painterly Abstraction 

o Pop Art 

o Feminist Art 

o Performance Art 

o Conceptual Art 

 

 

Wednesday, August 5th: Modernist Architecture and 

Contemporary Art in Europe and America 

 

Wednesday, August 5th: Museum Paper Due 

 

• Modernist and Post Modernism  

o Architecture 

o Environmental and Site-Specific Art 

• Contemporary Art 

o Establishing identities in art 

o New media 

o Environmental and Site-Specific Art 

 

Final Exam | August 12 

 

The final exam will be held at 6:00 PM on August 12th. 

Details to follow.  



 

Support and Policies 
 

Late Work  

Unless prior arrangements are made with the professor, no late assignments or exams will be 

accepted. Exceptions will be made in the case of emergencies, and late penalties will be 

made on a case-by-case basis. Notify Caitlin Play, via email, in the case of an emergency.  

 

 

Academic Integrity  

• Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. If you have any questions regarding best 

practices for scholarly integrity, please email the professor.  

• Please be sure to review the Rutgers Academic Integrity Website.  

• You are expected to develop and write all of your own posts, exams and essays.  

• Be sure to include a citation for any quote or paraphrasing, even from the textbook. 

• Do not fabricate information or citations  

• Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your own  

work to be submitted by others.  

Other Resources: 

• Code of Student Conduct  

• Eight Cardinal Rules of Academic Integrity  

 

Turn it In 

In coordination with the Office of General Counsel, Rutgers Teaching and Learning with 

Technology advises instructors who use Turnitin for plagiarism detection to include the 

following statement in their course syllabus: 

 

Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for 

textual similarity review to Turnitin.com (directly or via learning management system, i.e. Sakai, 

Blackboard, Canvas, Moodle) for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be 

included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of 

detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the Usage 

Policy posted on the Turnitin.com site.  

 

Students who do not agree should contact the course instructor immediately. 

 

 

Academic Support Services  

• You can find a variety of ways Rutgers offers academic support at the Academic Support 

website.  

• Tutoring is available on Learning Centers on each campus.  

• Rutgers has Writing Centers, where students can obtain help with writing skills and 

assignments.  

• Many library resources are available online. Assistance is available through phone, email 

and chat. See the Rutgers Libraries website.  

http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/
http://turnitin.com/


 

Rutgers Health Services  

Rutgers Health Services is dedicated to health for the whole student body, mind and spirit. It 

accomplishes this through a staff of qualified clinicians and support staff, and delivers services at 

a number of locations throughout the New Brunswick-Piscataway area. For more information, 

check the Rutgers Health Services website. Undergraduate and graduate students experience a 

great many stresses in their lives - sorting out one's identity, establishing and maintaining 

important relationships, coping with anxiety and depression, working on changing relationships 

with parents and other family members, dealing with losses, handling new academic demands, 

and dealing with reactions to one's differentness. To help with these tasks, Counseling, ADAP & 

Psychiatric Services (CAPS) provides a variety of psychological counseling services for all 

students of Rutgers University in New Brunswick/Piscataway, undergraduate and graduate. 

Services are free, and confidentiality is guaranteed within legal and ethical guidelines.  

 

Legal Services  

If you are in need of legal services, please contact Student Legal Services.  

 

Veteran Services  

If you are a military veteran or are on active military duty, you can obtain support through the 

Office of Veteran and Military Programs and Services.  

 

Accommodations for Accessibility  

Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational 

programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a 

disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are 

officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation. More 

information can be found in the Documentation Guidelines section of the Office for Disability 

Services website.  

If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s 

disability services office will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this 

letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses 

as possible. To begin this process, please complete the Registration Form on the Office for 

Disability Services website.  

 

More information may be accessed at the Student section of the Office of Disability Services 

website. 

 


