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Introduction to Art History: 
Pre-history to 1400 CE 

 
Course #: 01:082:105:90    Instructor: Jessica Mingoia 

Summer Session I - 2020    E-mail: Jessica.mingoia@rutgers.edu 

May 26th – July 3rd     Office Hours: through Skype, by appt. 

 

 

 
 

 
Course Description: 
 
This course presents an introductory overview of the history of Western art from antiquity to the 

late medieval period. It considers the achievements of great civilizations ranging from Egypt to 

the Holy Roman Empire and focuses on a diversity of cultural and religious traditions, including, 

Byzantine, Islamic, and Jewish. The class examines a wide array of objects, including statues of 

gods and emperors, reliquaries containing saints’ bones, Greek temples and Gothic cathedrals, 

early synagogue decoration, devotional manuscripts, and gold-gilded altarpieces. 

 

Emphasizing significant stylistic movements in Western Europe, this course lays the groundwork 

for more advanced art history courses by introducing visual analysis and other interpretative 

tools of art historical research. Students will also learn how the visual products of a culture relate 

to historical circumstances, societal values, and shifting personal and collective identities. The 

skills developed in this class provide important tools for navigating and interpreting media and 

visual representation in the twenty-first century. 
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This course fulfills the HST [Historical Analysis] and AHp [Arts and Humanities] areas of the 

Core Curriculum. 

  

Course Learning Objectives: 
 
By the end of this course, students should successfully be able to: 

• Gain awareness of the major artistic movements from antiquity to the late medieval period. 

• Learn the appropriate vocabulary and critical tools for discussing and writing about works of 

art and architecture. 

• Relate specific works of art and architecture to their stylistic, historical, and social contexts. 

 

 

Required Textbook: 
 

Fred S. Kleiner et al. Gardner’s Art Through the Ages: A Global History, 16th Edition, Volume I  

 

You may purchase or rent either the hard copy or e-book. (You are also welcome to purchase 

15th edition of Volume 1 as well, which likely costs significantly less, though page numbers and 

chapter titles may be different. You would be responsible for reading the corresponding chapters 

or sections.) 

 

We will not be using Cengage Online or MindTap, so it is not necessary to incur that extra 

expense. 

 

 

Technology and software Requirements: 
 

As an online course, all lectures, assignments, exams, papers, and communications will take 

place over the internet through Canvas.rutgers.edu.  Therefore, you must have a NetID to access 

our digital classroom. An e-mail will be sent on the first day of the semester detailing where to 

find and access all lectures, materials, and graded assignments (quizzes, short essays, museum 

paper, and cumulative exam). 

 

You must possess basic computer and web-browsing skills to complete this course, including the 

ability to: 

▪ Navigate the internet using a web browser 

▪ Upload and download saved files 

Things to note: This course is an intensive. During the fall and spring semesters, Art 

History 105 is taught over 4 months. Those same 4 months of material will occur in a less 

than 6 weeks during this summer session. In addition, Students are required to visit the 

Princeton Art Museum or Metropolitan Museum of Art on their own time and at their own 

expense in order to complete the museum paper assignment for this course. (Please contact 

me immediately if you are taking the course remotely and cannot travel to NJ or NY.) 
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▪ Submit information via online webforms 

▪ Use a word processing application to create documents (like Microsoft word) 

▪ Communicate via e-mail and Skype as needed 

 

To successfully complete this course you will need: 

▪ A reliable, high-speed internet connection 

▪ A consistent and secure access to a personal computer with up-to-date processing and 

graphic software (flash and video players, ability to play .mp4s) 

▪ Speakers or audio output device to listen to lectures 

▪ An up-to-date web browser (Google Chrome, Safari, Microsoft Edge, Mozilla Firefox, 

etc.) 

 

Our course site will be found at canvas.rutgers.edu at the start of the semester. 

 

Quizzes and the cumulative final exam will be administered using ProctorTrack in Canvas.  

ProctorTrack is a system to proctor online quizzes and tests. It requires students to have a web 

cam and install an application.  You must use a computer that meets the following operating 

system requirements to run ProctorTrack during the final exam, no exceptions! 

 

You must have the following: 

▪ Webcam 

▪ Microphone 

▪ Keyboard 

▪ Mouse 

▪ High speed connection 

 
 

OPERATING 
SYSTEM 

MAC: OSX Yosemite 10.10.5 or higher, PC: Windows 7, 8, or higher 

PROCESSOR/RAM MAC: Intel / AMD Processor, 2 GB RAM, PC: Dual-core 2.4 Ghz 
CPU, 2 GB RAM or better 

RECOMMENDED 
WEB BROWSERS 

Mozilla Firefox v20.0 or Higher Google Chrome v25.0 or higher 

PLUG-INS Javascript Enabled & Third Party Cookies Enabled 

CAMERA 
RESOLUTION 

800 x 600 resolution or better 

INTERNET 
CONNECTION 

Cable Modem, DSL or better (300 kbps download, 250 kbps upload) 

 

You can read more about ProctorTrack and its requirements here: 

https://www.proctortrack.com/tech-requirements/ 

https://verificient.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/1000223641-canvas-student-guide 
 

https://www.proctortrack.com/tech-requirements/
https://verificient.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/1000223641-canvas-student-guide
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Grading:  

 

▪ Weekly Quizzes   = 20% of final grade 

▪ Weekly Short Essays   = 30% of final grade 

▪ Museum Paper   = 20% of final grade 

▪ Cumulative Exam   = 30% of final grade 

 

 

Grading Scale 

 

Grade Range 

A 90 – 100 

B+ 85 – 89 

B 80 – 84 

C+ 75 – 79 

C 70 – 74 

D 60 – 69 

F Below 60 

 

 

Assignments: 

 
Video Lectures and readings 

 

Each week, there will be a number of weekly video lecture videos, as outlined in the course 

schedule above. Videos will average approximately 45 – 90 minutes each, though may be shorter 

or longer depending on the topic of discussion.  Given that this is a 3 credit course and that we 

will cover a large amount of material in a very short span of time (a full semester’s worth of 

material covered in less than 6 weeks instead of the usual 4 months), you should plan to spend 

several hours each day viewing the video lectures and reading the accompanying text. There 

are too many lectures and assignments each week to wait until the last minute. 

 

While online courses offer some flexibility, with an intensive schedule, it is important not to 

procrastinate! You may quickly fall behind and will risk failing the course, as the pace is very 

fast. You must be diligent and organized if you plan to succeed as time is the biggest challenge 

during the summer session.  

 

Take extensive notes during the video lectures, just as you would for an in-person lecture 

class. The lectures cover a lot of material, any of which can appear on the exam.  The lectures 

may also show additional slides which are not covered in the textbook. 

 

Lectures will only be available for the dates listed below on the course schedule, so stay on 

task and don’t fall behind.  Failure to watch video lectures during those scheduled dates is the 

equivalent of missing a class. 
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You are responsible for knowing all works of art and vocabulary shown in the video 

lectures for the quizzes and cumulative exam. The accompanying textbook readings support 

the material covered in the lecture and provide more cultural and historical context, however, the 

textbook covers more than we will discuss in the lecture. You will not need to study each image 

in the book, just images in the lecture, but the information in the textbook will still be necessary 

to understanding the course material and the selected objects that we will discuss in detail. 

 

Each lecture will also be available as a powerpoint presentation. For the quizzes and cumulative 

exam, I will only choose objects and vocabulary terms found in the powerpoint presentations, so 

make sure to use them as a study resource! 

 

I may upload or provide links to additional videos which can also help you through this course 

(such as a guide to formally analyzing artworks.)  These videos are considered necessary to 

watch as well. 

 
Weekly Quizzes 

 
Each week, you will have a short quiz to complete with a few questions from each of the week’s 

topics. Quiz questions can come from both the video lectures and the textbook readings from 

each respective week.  You may use your textbook while taking the quizzes. Quizzes can be 

accessed from the assignments tab. These quizzes essentially function as your weekly 

“attendance”, to make sure you have watched the lectures and read the corresponding chapters 

for that week. Quizzes may not be submitted late and can only be completed during the 

week they are assigned. 

 

 
Weekly Short Essay 

 

Each week you are expected to write one essay of 250-350 words. I will provide 2 possible essay 

prompts; you may choose which one you would prefer to write, but you must respond to one of 

them. These essays are expected to be thoughtful, insightful reflections on the material covered 

in the video lecture and textbook. You should never give opinions, but instead respond critically 

and analytically. I will provide an “Essay Etiquette” document to assist you with formulating art 

historical responses. Make sure to read and familiarize yourself with it as it will help you with 

the “do’s” and “don’ts” of essay writing for this course. These essays are designed to provide 

practice for the comparisons on the final exam. 

 

Use the lecture and textbook for support, but do not consult outside sources.  That includes all 

other websites, other books, and scholarly journals. Information found in other sources may be 

completely different than what I want you to learn, and, therefore, also different from what you 

might be tested on during the exams. (In addition, citations should be placed directly at the end 

of the sentence that you paraphrase, i.e. Kleiner p. ---.)  

 

Essays may not be submitted late and can only be completed during the week they are 

assigned. 
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Self-Guided Museum Visit and Museum Paper*1 
 

On your own time and in advance of the paper’s due date, you must visit the Metropolitan 

Museum of Art in New York City or the Princeton University Art Museum in Princeton, NJ to 

complete this assignment.  Expect to plan your trip right at the start of the summer session. 

 

In this 3-page paper, you will carefully describe and critically analyze a work of art from a list of 

objects which I will provide. You may not write about any object that you like, but only choose 

an object from the list of works I have pre-selected for each museum. The museum paper 

guidelines will be posted as a separate document and will provide you with a series of questions 

to answer in your paper. You will be required to provide proof of your museum visit in the form 

of a selfie taken inside the galleries in addition to a signed museum map.  

 

This is not a research paper, so do not consult external sources. You are expected to construct 

your own analysis, derived from what you see and what you have learned during the course.  

 

Late papers will not be accepted. You must write your paper on one of the objects included 

on our approved list. Essays on other objects will not be accepted. 

 

  

 
Cumulative Exam 

 

Since the length of the semester is so short there will only be one, 2.5 hour cumulative exam for 

this course.  It will take place online on Friday July 3rd 2020. The exam will be available between 

1pm and 6pm eastern time.  Though the exam is online, it will be timed so logging in and 

completing it at the proper time is imperative. Official instructions for the exam will be posted 

approximately 5-7 days before the exam. I will also provide a narrowed down list of works to 

study as well as detailed formatting and a sample exam comparison for your reference. 

 
 

 

*1 In the event that COVID-19 continues to be a concern, students will not be 

required to visit any museums in person.  An alternate at-home assignment 

will be provided. Safety is the first priority! 

If you are unable to visit either the Metropolitan Museum of Art or Princeton Art 

Museum due to spending summer break in another state or country, please contact me 

immediately! I can work with you to make arrangements to analyze objects at a 

museum closer to home, though your list of objects to write about may be much more 

limited. 
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Course Schedule: 
 

Week 1: Tuesday 5/26 – 

Sunday 5/31 

Video Lectures:  

▪ Introduction 

▪ Prehistoric Art 

▪ Ancient Near Eastern Art (Ancient Mesopotamia and 

Persia) 

▪ Ancient Egyptian Art 

▪ Ancient Aegean Art 

 

Readings: 

▪ Introduction, pgs. 1-19 

▪ Chapter 1, Art in the Stone Age, pgs. 15-29 

▪ Chapter 2, Ancient Mesopotamia and Persia, pgs. 31- 55 

▪ Chapter 3, Ancient Egyptian Art, pgs. 57-83 

▪ Chapter 4, Ancient Aegean Art, pgs. 85-103 

 

Assignments: 

▪ Quiz #1 

▪ Short Essay #1 

Due by Sunday 5/31/20 11:59pm eastern time 

 

Week 2: Monday 6/1 – 

Sunday 6/7 

Video Lectures:  

▪ Archaic Greek Art 

▪ Classical Greek Art (in 3 parts) 

▪ Hellenistic Art 

 

Readings: 

▪ Chapter 5, Ancient Greece, (Framing the Era through the 

Archaic Period), pgs. 105-124  

▪ Chapter 5, Ancient Greece, (Early and High Classical 

Periods through the Late Classical Period), pgs. 125-152  

▪ Chapter 5, Ancient Greece, (Hellenistic Period), pgs. 

153-163 

 

Assignments: 

▪ Quiz #2 

▪ Short Essay #2 

Due by Sunday 6/7/20 11:59pm eastern time 

 

Week 3: Monday 6/8 – 

Sunday 6/14 

Video Lectures: 

▪ Etruscan Art 

▪ Roman Republican Art 

▪ Roman Imperial Art 
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▪ Late Roman Imperial Art/ Jewish and Early Christian Art 

(Late Antiquity) 

 

Readings: 

▪ Chapter 6, Etruscan Art, pgs. 165-179 

▪ Chapter 7, Roman Art (Framing the Era through Pompeii 

and the Cities of Vesuvius) pgs. 181- 200 

▪ Chapter 7, Roman Art (Early Empire through High 

Empire), pgs. 201-222 

▪ Chapter 7, Roman Art (Late Empire), pgs. 223-235) 

▪ Chapter 8, Late Antiquity, pgs. 237-261 

 

Assignments: 

▪ Quiz #3 

▪ Short Essay #3 

Due by Sunday 6/14/20 11:59pm eastern time 

 

Week 4: Monday 6/15 – 

Sunday 6/21 

Video Lectures: 

▪ Byzantine Art 

▪ Islamic Art 

▪ Early Medieval Art 

 

Readings: 

▪ Chapter 9, Byzantium, pgs. 263-291 

▪ Chapter 10, Islamic Art, pgs. 293-317 

▪ Chapter 11, Early Medieval Europe, pgs. 319-345 

 

Assignments: 

▪ Quiz #4 

▪ Short Essay #4 

Due by Sunday 6/21/20 11:59pm eastern time 

 

Week 5: Monday 6/22 – 

Sunday 6/28 

Video Lectures: 

▪ Romanesque Art 

▪ Gothic Art 

▪ Art of Late Medieval Italy 

 

Readings: 

▪ Chapter 12, Romanesque Europe, pgs. 347-379 

▪ Chapter 13, Gothic Europe North of the Alps, pgs. 381-

417 

▪ Chapter 14, Late Medieval Italy, pgs. 419-441 

 

Assignments: 

▪ Quiz #5 

▪ Short Essay #5 
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Due by Sunday 6/28/20 11:59pm eastern time 

 

Week 6: Monday 6/29 – 

7/3 

(Shortened week!) 

Assignments: 

▪ Museum Paper 

Due by Tuesday 6/30/20 11:59pm eastern time 

 

Study for the cumulative exam! 

Cumulative Exam: 

Friday July 3rd 

The final exam will take place online on Friday July 3rd; 

however, it will be timed. This cumulative exam is 2.5 hours and 

must be taken between 1-6pm only. More information will be 

released prior to the exam. 

 
 

Academic Integrity: 
 
The consequences of scholastic dishonesty are very serious.  Please review the Rutgers’ 

academic integrity policy . 

 

Academic integrity means, among other things: 

• Develop and write all of your own assignments. 

• Show in detail where the materials you use in your papers come from. Create citations 

whether you are paraphrasing authors or quoting them directly. 

• Do not fabricate information or citations in your work. 

• Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your own work to be 

submitted by others. 

 

If you are in doubt about any issue related to plagiarism or scholastic dishonesty, please discuss 

it with your instructor. 

 

Students agree that by taking this course all required papers are subject to submission for textual 

similarity review to Turnitin.com through our course website for the detection of plagiarism. All 

submitted papers will become included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference 

database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. 

 
Code of conduct for this course 
 

▪ In the event of improper textbook citation, a warning will be issued. 
▪ Cheating, fabrication, or plagiarism of any assignment will result in instant failure for 

that assignment. 
 

Violations include: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, denying others access to information or 

material, and facilitating violations of Academic integrity.  Any such violations will be 

reported. 

 

Academic Support Services: 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/policy-on-academic-integrity
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/policy-on-academic-integrity
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• Rutgers has a variety of resources for academic support. For more information, check 

the Academic Support website  

• Rutgers has Learning Centers on each campus where any student can obtain tutoring and 

other help. For information, check the Learning Center website . 

• Rutgers also has a Writing Center where students can obtain help with writing skills and 

assignments. Learn more at the Writing Center website . 

• Many library resources are available online. Assistance is available through phone, email, 

and chat.  For information, check the Rutgers Libraries website . 

 
Rutgers Health Services 
 
• Rutgers Health Services is dedicated to health for the whole student body, mind and spirit. It 

accomplishes this through a staff of qualified clinicians and support staff, and delivers 

services at a number of locations throughout the New Brunswick-Piscataway area.  For more 

information, check the Rutgers Health Services website (Links to an external site.). 

 
Counseling, ADAP, and Psychiatric Services 
 
• Undergraduate and graduate students experience a great many stresses in their lives - sorting 

out one's identity, establishing and maintaining important relationships, coping with anxiety 

and depression, working on changing relationships with parents and other family members, 

dealing with losses, handling new academic demands, and dealing with reactions to one's 

differentness. To help with these tasks, Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services 

(CAPS)  provides a variety of psychological counseling services for all students of Rutgers 

University in New Brunswick/Piscataway, undergraduate and graduate. Services are free, 

and confidentiality is guaranteed within legal and ethical guidelines. 

 
 

Accessibility Services: 
 
Requesting accommodations 
 
Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational 

programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a 

disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are 

officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation.  More 

information can be found in the Documentation Guidelines  section of the Office for Disability 

Services  website. 

 

If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s 

disability services office will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this 

letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses 

as possible. To begin this process, please complete the  on the Office for Disability 

Services website. 

 

Go to the Student section of the Office of Disability Services website for more information. 

http://wp.rutgers.edu/tutoring/writingcenters
http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/
http://health.rutgers.edu/
http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students

