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082:230/595:230 Latinx Art 

Tues/Thurs 2:50 – 4:10 PM 

ZAM MPR 

 

 

Professor Tatiana Flores  

E-mail: tatiana.flores@rutgers.edu 

Department of Latino and Caribbean Studies 

Department of Art History 

 

 

Course Description 

Latinx Art refers to the artistic production of Latinas and Latinos in the diaspora. This course 

will examine the visual arts created by diaspora communities across the continental United 

States, from the second half of the twentieth century into the present. As this is an emerging field 

of inquiry within Art History, many of the readings will be drawn from cultural studies and 

literature, giving the course a strong interdisciplinary component.  

 

The material follows a thematic structure driven by critical issues, specific communities, and 

artistic genres. It emphasizes themes pertaining to the immigrant experience, including identity 

formation, visibility, community, marginalization, and isolation. Race, gender, and sexuality are 

topics that are embedded over the entire semester and also treated within discrete units. The 

course addresses communities with a multigenerational presence in this country, such as 

Mexican-Americans, Central Americans, Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, and Haitians, as well as 

newer arrivals. It treats works of art in multiple media, from painting and sculpture to 

installation, performance, and social practice. 

 

No prior coursework in Art History or Latino Studies is required. Lectures by at least one visual 

artist and a field trip to an exhibition will be planned. 

 

LEARNING GOALS 

 

Core Curriculum Goals 

 

 
 

This course has been certified to meet core curriculum goal CCD-1 / Diversities and Social 

Inequalities: Analyze the degree to which forms of human differences and stratifications among 

social groups shape individual and group experiences of, and perspectives on, contemporary 

issues. Such differences and stratifications may include race, language, religion, ethnicity, 

country of origin, gender identity, sexual orientation, economic status, abilities, or other social 

distinctions and their intersections. 
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Catalogue description: Survey of art produced by Latinas and Latinos across the United States 

from the 1950s to the present. 

 

Departmental Goals 

 

The departmental learning goals for Art History are listed here:  

https://arthistory.rutgers.edu/academics/undergraduate-welcome/prospective-students-2 

 

This course contributes to the fulfillment of the following Art History goals:  

 

Students who major in Art History will develop the ability to construct historical and theoretical 

arguments that demonstrate an awareness of the relevant critical terms and interpretive methods 

of the discipline of art history. 

 

The departmental learning goals for Latino and Caribbean Studies are listed here: 

https://latcar.rutgers.edu/academics/undergraduate/learning-goals 

 

This course contributes to the fulfillment of the following LCS goals: 

 

Majors in the Department of Latino and Caribbean Studies will:  

 be familiar with several of the disciplines that comprise the field of Latino and/or 

Caribbean studies, including… art history. 

 develop critical thinking skills and the ability to speak and write clearly and analytically. 

 develop multi- and inter-cultural competence and sensitivity to issues particular to Latino 

and/or Caribbean experience(s). 

 

Course Goals 

  

1. Students will be introduced to the complexities around the terms “Latino,” “Latinx,” and 

“Latin American.” 

2. Students will gain awareness of the particularities between different communities of 

Latinos in the United States. 

3. Students will identify the social, political, and historical contexts impacting U.S. Latinx 

art production. 

4. Students will be able to discuss how the major concerns animating Latinx artists are 

manifested in visual form. 

5. Students will appreciate how cultural difference and social inequality contribute to the 

marginalization of artists of color in Art History, the art world, and society at large. 

 

Requirements and Grading 

1. In-class exam – 20% 

o My exams are typically slide-based, featuring images studied over the course of 

the semester, which will be posted online. I do not require memorization of titles 

and dates, but I do expect you to make reference to the readings and class 

discussions in your answers. 

2. Class participation, including oral presentation – 15% 

https://arthistory.rutgers.edu/academics/undergraduate-welcome/prospective-students-2
https://latcar.rutgers.edu/academics/undergraduate/learning-goals
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o Discussion is crucial in my classroom. Being actively engaged in the conversation 

not only will help your grade, but it will also help you learn.  

o The oral presentation component involves you workshopping your paper topic in 

a group and sharing your final topic with the class. 

3. 2-3 page reaction paper (i.e. exhibition review or response to an artist’s lecture) – 

15% 

o This paper will ask you to respond to an exhibition by an artist whose work is 

shown locally or to a lecture by a visiting artist at Rutgers. 

4. 4-6 page analysis paper – 25% 

o For this assignment, you will identify up to three critical essays (they may be 

from the syllabus) and three art works that address one of the thematic units from 

the course and discuss them through a comparative critical analysis. 

5. Final exam – 25% 

o This will be an essay-based, take-home exam, which will be due on the date of the 

final. 

 

Assignments and Expectations 

 

Students are expected to maintain active class participation, read assigned texts in advance of 

class, attend every class session and field trip, orally present readings and other assignments, and 

turn in writing assignments by their deadline. 

 

If there is an outstanding opportunity off-campus to view an exhibition, we will plan a field trip 

together. Museum admission will be paid for by the university, but you may be responsible for 

round-trip train fare to New York, Newark, or Philadelphia. 

 

Attendance 

 

Students are expected to attend all classes, and excessive absences will have a negative effect on 

your grade, as it is highly unlikely you will be able to succeed on exams and assignments without 

regular attendance. If you have to miss class, please use the University absence reporting website 

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your absence.  An email is 

automatically sent to me. Absences during exams will only be excused with visual or written 

documentation of an illness or other emergency.  

 

 

Grading Scale 

 

A = 93 - 100 

B+ = 88 - 92 

B = 81 - 87 

C+ = 77 - 80 

C = 70 - 76 

D = 65 - 69 

F= 64 and Below  

 

Academic Integrity 

 

https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
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Academic dishonesty—plagiarism or other—will not be tolerated under any circumstances.  

All students are required to abide by the Rutgers University Academic Integrity Policy.  Please 

review the information online at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-at-

rutgers.  Violations of academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Judicial 

Affairs.  When in doubt about what constitutes academic integrity, please ask the professor. 

 

Readings 

 

Readings will be posted on Canvas: https://tlt.rutgers.edu/canvas.  
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