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Introduction to Art History: Ancient to Medieval 
 

Spring 2020 
01:082:105 

College Ave Campus, VH 105 
Tues/Thurs, 7:40 – 9:00 PM 

 
A Core Certified Course 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. Kathleen Pierce 

kathleen.pierce@rutgers.edu 
Office: Voorhees Hall, 008E 
Office Hours: TBD 

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course presents an introductory overview of the history of art from prehistory to the late 
medieval period. It considers the artistic production of various civilizations, ranging from 
Ancient Mesopotamia to the Holy Roman Empire, and focuses on a diversity of cultural and 
religious traditions, including: Persian, Egyptian, Byzantine, Islamic, Christian, and Jewish. The 
class examines a wide array of objects, including statues of gods and emperors, reliquaries 
containing saints’ bones, Greek temples, Gothic cathedrals, early synagogue decoration, 
devotional manuscripts, and gold-gilded altarpieces. 
 
Emphasizing significant stylistic movements across time and place, this course lays the 
groundwork for more advanced art history courses by introducing visual analysis and other 
interpretative tools of art historical research. Students will also learn how the visual products of a 
culture relate to historical circumstances, societal values, and shifting personal and collective 
identities. The skills developed in this class provide important tools for navigating and 
interpreting media and visual representation in the twenty-first century. Students will attend 
weekly lectures, write one short paper, and take two exams.   
 
 
CORE CURRICULUM LEARNING GOALS: 
 
This course meets the following Core Curriculum learning goals: 

 
● (H.) Understand the bases and development of human and societal endeavors across time 

and place. 
 
● (K.) Explain the development of some aspect of a society or culture over time, including 

the history of ideas or history of science.  
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● (P.) Analyze arts and/or literatures in themselves and in relation to specific histories, 
values, languages, cultures, and technologies.  

 
 
COURSE LEARNING GOALS: 
 
1. To understand major artistic movements from pre-history through the late middle ages.  
 
2. To relate specific works of art and architecture to their stylistic, historical, and social contexts. 
 
3. To understand and effectively use the tools of visual analysis to communicate ideas about 
works of art and architecture.  
 
 
TEXTBOOK AND ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
There is no required textbook for this course. Instead, I have compiled a series of short 
articles/videos/podcasts that accompany each lecture. If you would like to consult a textbook to 
aid your study in this course, you may consult: 
 

• Fred S. Kleiner, Gardner’s Art through the Ages, A Global History, Volume 1, 15th 
edition, Cengage Learning, Boston, MA. ISBN-13: 978-1-285-83939-4 

o A copy of this textbook is also available on permanent reserve at the Art Library 
(CAC). 

• Podcasts, videos, and articles will be uploaded or linked on the course page 
o For assignments from the BBC’s A History of the World in 100 Objects, you may 

either listen to the podcast version or read the short essay as you prefer, no need 
to do both. 

• Specific instructions related to the visual analysis paper will be available on the course 
site 

• This course does use Top Hat. Top Hat is an interactive program facilitating student 
participation and engagement during lectures. To use Top Hat in class, you will need a 
Top Hat account and one of the following: a smart phone or tablet with a data plan, a 
laptop with WIFI, or a cell phone with text messaging capability. Top Hat accounts cost 
$26 a quarter or $38 for one year and your account can be used in more than one class. 
Create your account and register for this course at http://app.tophat.com. Details will be 
given on the prior to the first day of class. Please contact Top Hat IT support 
(support@tophat.com) for questions about the software. 

 
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING: 

 
1. Visual Analysis Assignment: (30%). Short museum visit assignment (25% of the paper 

grade, 7.5% of final grade) followed by a 3-5 page visual analysis paper analyzing an object 
from the Zimmerli Art, the Princeton Art Museum, or the Museum or the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. Detailed instructions will be available on the course site.  
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2. Midterm: (30%). Format: 3 single object essays and one comparison essay focusing on 2-4 
images. The exam will be held during class. For both the midterm and final, students will not 
be required to memorize dates, names, or titles—this information will be provided for you. 
However, students will be expected to respond to the prompt fully, identifying each object’s 
stylistic period, subject matter, socio-historical context, and function.  

3. Final: (35%). This exam will include material from the entire course (although it will focus 
more heavily on material covered after the midterm). Format: 2 comparisons (two to four 
images each) and an essay based on a previously posted topic. Once again, students will be 
expected to respond to the prompt fully, identifying each object’s stylistic period, subject 
matter, socio-historical context, and function. 

4. Participation: (5%) Attendance and participation in class disussion. 
 
Grading Scale 
A = 90–100    
B+ = 86–89    
B = 80–85 
C+ = 76–79  
C = 70–75 
D = 65–69 
F= 64 and Below 
 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  
 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated under any circumstances. All students are required to 
abide by the Rutgers University Academic Integrity Policy. Please review the information online 
at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integritypolicy/ Violations include: cheating, 
fabrication, plagiarism, denying others access to information or material, and facilitating 
violations of academic integrity. Any such violations may be reported to the Office of Student 
Judicial Affairs. When in doubt about what constitutes academic integrity, please ask me. I 
am happy to help explain issues related to academic integrity. 
 
 
ACCESSIBILITY AND DIVERSITY: 
 
I position my classroom as an intellectual community that welcomes participants from all 
backgrounds. If you have suggestions related to accessibility and diversity in the classroom, 
please let me know. If you have any documented disabilities or special circumstances that 
require attention (or arise during the semester), please let me know and I will be happy to 
accommodate you. If applicable, students should also contact the Office of Disability Services 
directly: Office of Disability Services, Lucy Stone Hall, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer 
Ave, Suite A145, Piscataway, New Jersey, 08854, email: dsoffice@rci.rutgers.edu, 848-445-
6800, hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-5:00pm, Friday 8:30am-4:30pm. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE: 
 

Date Topic  Reading 

Jan. 21 Introduction & Prehistoric Art I  

Jan. 23 Visual Analysis & Prehistoric Art II 

Listen to (or read) Neil 
MacGregor’s “Bird Shaped 
Pestle” a short podcast from the 
series “A History of the World 
in 100 Objects,” from the British 
Museum/BBC 

Jan 28 Ancient Near Eastern Art Watch two short videos on 
cylinder seals: The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, "Cylinder seal 
with a modern impression” and 
The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art’s Artist Project video, 
“Dustin Yellin on Ancient Near 
Eastern Cylinder Seals” 

Jan 30 Ancient Egyptian Art I 

Listen to (or read) Neil 
MacGregor’s “Rhind 
Mathematical Papyrus,” a short 
podcast from the series “A 
History of the World in 100 
Objects,” from the British 
Museum/BBC 

Feb. 4 Ancient Egyptian Art II  Reading TBD 

Feb. 6 Aegean Art 

Read Senta German, “Statuette 
of a Male Figure (The 
Palaikastro Kouros),” short 
essay from Smarthistory 

Feb. 11 Classical Greek Art  
Watch Smarthistory video, 
“Who owns the Parthenon 
Marbles?” 

Feb. 13 Late Classical & Hellenistic Art I 

Listen to (or read) Neil 
MacGregor’s “Coin with Head 
of Alexander,” a short podcast 
from the series “A History of 
the World in 100 Objects,” 
from the British Museum/BBC 
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Feb. 18 Hellenistic Art II 

Listen to (or read) Neil 
MacGregor’s “Rosetta Stone,” 
a short podcast from the series 
“A History of the World in 100 
Objects,” from the British 
Museum/BBC 

Feb. 20 Etruscan Art  
Read Jaclyn Neel, “The 
François Tomb,” short essay 
from Smarthistory 

Feb. 25 Roman Republican  

Read Jeffrey Becker, “Tomb of 
the Scipios and the sarcophagus 
of Scipio Barbatus,” a short 
essay from Smarthistory 

Feb. 27 Roman Imperial Art I 

Listen to (or read) Neil 
MacGregor’s “Warren Cup,” a 
short podcast from the series “A 
History of the World in 100 
Objects,” from the British 
Museum/BBC; Short 
Assignment Due 

March 3 Roman Imperial Art II 

Watch “The Art of Gem 
Carving” from Smarthistory 
and the Getty Museum; Read 
Julia Fischer, “Gemma 
Augustea,” a short essay from 
Smarthistory 

March 5 
Jewish and Early Christian Art;  
Midterm Exam Review 

Listen to (or read) Neil 
MacGregor’s “Hinton St Mary 
Mosaic,” a short podcast from 
the series “A History of the 
World in 100 Objects,” from 
the British Museum/BBC 

March 10 Midterm Exam in Class  

March 12 Byzantine I 
Read Diane Reilly, “The 
Vienna Genesis,” a short essay 
from Smarthistory 

March 17 No Class - Spring Break  
March 19 No Class - Spring Break  
March 24 Byzantine Art II Watch “Ancient and Byzantine 
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Final Exam Date: TBD 

Mosaic Materials” by 
Smarthistory and the Art 
Institute of Chicago and “Hagia 
Sophia as a Mosque” from 
Smarthistory 

March 26 Islamic Art I 

Watch “Coins of Faith and 
Power at the British Museum” 
from Smarthistory and the 
British Museum 

March 31 Islamic Art II 
Read Elizabeth Macaulay-
Lewis, “Pyxis of al-Mughira,” a 
short essay from Smarthistory 

April 2 Early Medieval Art Museum Paper Due 
April 7 Indigenous Art of the Americas Reading TBD 

April 9 Carolingian Art 

Jean Sorabella, “Carolingian 
Art,” essay from the Met  
Heilbrunn Timeline of Art 
History 

April 14 
Ottonian Art 
 

Listen to (or read) Neil 
MacGregor’s “Lothair Crystal,” 
a short podcast from the series 
“A History of the World in 100 
Objects,” from the British 
Museum/BBC 

April 16 South and Southeast Asian Art before 1200 Reading TBD 
April 21 East Asian Art before 1400 Reading TBD 

April 23 African Art Before 1800 
Read “Great Mosque 
of Djenné,” a short essay from 
Smarthistory/Kahn Academy 

April 28 Romanesque Art 
Watch “Coronation Mantle,” 
from Smarthistory 

April 30 Gothic Art; Final exam review 
Read Carol Herselle Krinsky, 
“Altneushul, Prague,” a short 
essay from Smarthistory 


