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Course Description 

 

This is an introductory course in the art and visual culture of the Caribbean covering the time 

span of the pre-Conquest to the present.  It focuses on a series of case studies rather than 

attempting to weave a coherent linear history.  Since there are no prerequisites either in 

Caribbean studies or art history, considerable time will be devoted to explaining the critical 

issues involved in both fields.  Among them are the Caribbean as the site of first sustained 

contact between Europe and the New World, the visual culture of colonialism, the idea of region 

as a crucible of modernity, and the representation of local identities.   

 

The class is interdisciplinary and will look comparatively at models from visual culture, 

literature, film, theatre, and music.  It will emphasize a non-canonical approach to visual objects 

by considering “popular” production within the same rubric as “high” art.  Furthermore, the 

course expands upon the traditional notions of the Caribbean as consisting exclusively of island 

territories to consider countries along the Caribbean basin. 

 

Course Objectives 

1. To grasp the complex issues involved in the analysis of visual form by building a basic 

vocabulary for discussing works of art and objects of visual culture. 

2. To consider the ways in which works of art articulate discourses and relations of power 

through a close examination of the role of agency in the representation and distribution of 

individual objects. 

3. To identify the critical issues involved in reading visual culture as it relates to Caribbean 

studies and to relate these to other contexts as a means of establishing comparative 

models. 

 

Course Website 

 

Readings will be available online through Sakai: https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal. 

 

The syllabus will also be posted there.  Check periodically for announcements, assignments, and 

schedule changes. 

 

Extracurricular Activities 

 

Extracurricular activities may include: 1) attendance at lectures and conferences to be 

announced; 2) visiting exhibitions as required for assignments. 

https://sakai.rutgers.edu/portal


 

Academic Integrity 

 

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated under any circumstances.  All students are 

required to abide by the Rutgers University Academic Integrity Policy.  Please review the 

information online at http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml.   

 

Violations of academic integrity will be reported to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs.  When 

in doubt about what constitutes academic integrity, please ask the professor. 

 

Attendance 

 

Attendance is mandatory.  If you expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University 

absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your 

absence.  An email is automatically sent to me.  Please note that simply reporting an absence 

does not excuse you from class. Unexcused absences may result in a lower grade.  More than 

five unexcused absences may result in failure. 

 

Please note that I have a no tolerance policy for missed exams except in cases of documented 

emergencies. 

 

Special Accommodations 

 

Students requiring special accommodations should familiarize themselves with the information 

found on this website: http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu and proceed accordingly. 

 

Requirements and Grading 

 Regular attendance and class participation (10%) 

 Map quiz (10%) 

 2 exams (40%) 

 2 short papers (40%) 

 

Grading Scale 

A = 93 - 100 

B+ = 88 - 92 

B = 81 - 87 

C+ = 77 - 80 

C = 70 - 76 

D = 65 - 69 

F= 64 and Below  

 

 

 

This course synopsis is intended for informative purposes only; it is provisional and subject to 

change before the beginning of the semester. 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml
https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/
http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/

