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SYLLABUS: COURSE AH 106  

INTRODUCTION TO ART HISTORY: EARLY 

RENAISSANCE-TODAY  SPRING 2019  

Course Overview  

Instructor  

Instructor: Andrés Mario Zervigón 

Teaching Assistant  

Your Teaching Assistant is responsible for maintaining the course site, fielding 

questions, and overseeing the day-to-day contributions of the students. Each 

section is assigned a Teaching Assistant. Please sign on to your course site on 

LearningStudio (eCollege) for details about how to reach yours.  

Course Delivery: Online (with face-to-face exams)  

This course is fully online but students are expected to take exams face-to-face, 

on Rutgers campus. Please contact your Teaching Assistant immediately to make 

arrangements if you are unable to be on campus for the mid-term or final exam.  

 

Course Description  

The course offers an introductory overview of the history of Western and some 

Non-Western art from the Renaissance to the present, including the 

achievements of artistic giants, spanning from Leonardo Da Vinci to Kara Walker. 
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It covers works in a wide array of media, such as painting, sculpture, architecture, 

prints, photography, performance, and the moving image. Emphasizing significant 

stylistic movements primarily in Europe and the Americas but also globally, this 

class lays the groundwork for more advanced art history courses by introducing 

visual analysis and other interpretative tools of art historical research. Students 

will also learn how the visual products of a culture relate to historical 

circumstances, societal values, and shifting personal and collective identities. The 

skills developed in this course provide important tools for navigating and 

interpreting media and visual representation in the twenty-first century.  

Prerequisites  

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Course Learning Objectives  

By the end of this course, students should successfully be able to:  

 To gain awareness of the major artistic movements from within the last five 

hundred years of Western art history.  

 To learn the appropriate vocabulary and critical tools for discussing and 

writing about works of art and architecture.  

 To relate specific works of art and architecture to their stylistic, historical, 

and social contexts.  

School of Arts & Sciences (SAS) Curriculum Learning Goals: 

This course fulfills the HST [Historical Analysis] and AHp [Arts and Humanities] 

areas of the Core. 



Course Materials 

Required e-Text  

Cengage MindTap for Gardner’s Art through the Ages: A Global History, Enhanced 

Edition, 15th Edition, 2015. MindTap is a personalized digital space that combines 
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reading, multimedia objects, and activities to help students analyze, apply, and 

improve their thinking.  

Your textbook and digital access to MindTap are only available through your 

campus bookstore, Barnes and Noble. To avoid digital compatibility issues, please 

purchase the textbook through the Rutgers bookstore. You can purchase either 

the digital copy (ISBN 9781305947481) or the hard copy (9781337156936) of the 

textbook. Both versions are sold at the Rutgers bookstore and both come with the 

mandatory MindTap access code.  

 

Technology Requirements  

All the required course materials, including the syllabus, information about the 

required textbook, updates, and announcements, can be accessed through the 

course shell. You will be expected to sign in to the course several times a week to 

complete assignments and join online discussions. Your thoughtful and full 

participation is required.  

Baseline technical skills necessary for online courses:  

 Basic computer and web-browsing skills  

 Navigating the online platform Canvas 

Participants should be able to: 

 Navigate the internet using a web browser. 

 Submit information via online webforms. 

 Upload and download saved files. 

 Communicate via email including sending attachments.  

 Use available word processing applications to create documents.  

 Communicate using discussion boards and upload assignments  

Participants will need the following to successfully complete this 
course: 
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 Consistent, secure access to a personal computer with up-to-date word 
processing and graphic software (Flash and video players) 

 High-speed Internet connection 
 Speakers or audio output device to listen to lectures 
 Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox (most recent version) 

 

 

Assignments Overview 

Assignment Summary  

Below are the assignments required for this course and the value of each 

assignment to the course grade as a whole. Please refer to the course calendar 

(on eCollege) and/or the course schedule (at the end of the syllabus) for specific 

due dates.  

To ensure compatibility with all course activities, please review the technical 

requirements for these web services: 

Category Assignment Value 

Participation (65%)   

 Weekly Essays (14 essays total) 40% 

Formal Analysis Essay 5% 

Museum Paper  10% 

Video Lecture Questions 10% 

Midterm Exam  15% 

Final Exam  20% 

 

Weekly Essays 

 Each week you are expected to write one essay, in response to a question 
posed by the professor. Every week your essay will be due on Sunday, by 
11:59 PM.  These essays are expected to be thoughtful, insightful 
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reflections on the material covered in the course that week. Use the video 
lecture and textbook for support, but do not consult outside sources. 

 Log in to your Canvass course site for access to the weekly essay question 
and specifics regarding the weekly essay (length, how to submit, etc.).  

 Look for the discussion rubric on the course site to learn more about how 
discussions are evaluated. 

 Submitting responses after the deadline will result in a significant grade 

reduction. Essays submitted after the due date will be penalized one point 
for each day that it is late. 

 

Formal Analysis Essay  

In the second week of the semester, you are expected to compose a formal 

analysis. This is a crucial exercise, designed to teach you learn how to look 

critically at art for the rest of the semester. 

For more details on this assignment and instructions on how to compose a formal 

analysis, refer to the Formal Analysis Essay guidelines posted in eCollege under 

the Week Two materials. The formal analysis essay will be due at the end of 

January. 

Museum Paper  

Towards the end of the semester, you will be responsible for visiting an art 

museum and completing a corresponding paper. In this 3-page paper, you will 

carefully describe and critically analyze a work of art. The museum paper 

guidelines will be posted later in the semester and will provide you with a series 

of specific questions you should answer, as well as a list of works of art and 

museums from which you can choose. You will be required to provide proof of 

your visit to the museum. The only outside sources you should use are your 

textbook and class notes. This is not a research paper, so do not consult other 

sources. You are expected to construct your own analysis, derived from what you 
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see and what you have learned in this course. No extensions will be permitted. 

Video Lecture Questions  

In addition to reading the textbook, you are expected to watch a video lecture 

every week. Each video lecture will provide important material, for which you will 

be held responsible on the exams. The video lectures will prompt you to respond 

to one or more quiz questions, for which you will be graded. You must watch the 

video lectures and respond to the quiz questions each week by Sunday at 11:59 

PM. 

MindTap Practice Activities 

Additional practice MindTap activities can be found in the required e-text for this 

course. You can access these practice activities by going to your digital textbook 

via the course eCollege page.  

Students are expected to spend at least 5 hours per week on the MindTap site. 

You are expected to use the site to improve your learning and thus you can take 

the practice quizzes as many times as you like.  

Midterm and Final Exam 

Logistical details about the exams (e.g. date, time and location) will be announced 
later in the semester and will be posted on your eCollege course site. 

In addition to required activities, you will also have two closed-book exams (mid-
term and final). You will not have to memorize the objects as we will provide the 
name of the artist, title, and year for each slide. We may also provide specific 
questions to frame your answers. 

Note: although this course is fully online, students are expected to take mid-term 
and final exams face-to-face, on Rutgers campus. Please contact your Teaching 
Assistant immediately to make arrangements if you are unable to be on campus 
for the mid-term or final exam. 
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Midterm Exam 

 Format: 3 Essays, one essay based on a single slide and two essays, each 

based on a slide comparison (a comparison need not necessarily be 1-1, but 

can include 3 or even 4 slides)  

 Length: 50 minutes total. You have 10 minutes for the single slide and 20 

minutes for each comparison  

 Evaluation: 100 points total (essay 1 = 20 points, essays 2 and 3 = 40 points 

each)  

 The dates for the midterm exam are TBD. 

Final Exam 

 This exam will include material from the entire course  
 Format: 3 essays, two of which are based on a comparison (a comparison 

need not necessarily be 1-1, but can include 3 or even 4 slides). The third 
essay will be based on an essay question. We will provide two essay 
questions from which you will have to answer one.  

 Length: 100 minutes. You have 20 minutes for each comparison essay, and 
60 minutes for the essay question.  

 Evaluation: 100 points total (essays 1 and 2 = 20 points each, essay 3 = 60 
points)  

 The dates for the final exam are TBD. 

 

Grading Scale  

(Source: Rutgers standard undergraduate grade scale)   

Grad
e  

Range  

A  90 – 100  
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B+  85 – 89  

B  80 – 84  

C+  75 – 79  

C  70 – 74  

D  60 – 69  

F  Below 60  

 

Student Participation Expectations  

Because this is an online course, your attendance is based on your online activity 

and participation. The following is a summary of everyone's expected 

participation:  

 Logging in:  Be sure you are logging in to the course in Learning Studio 

(eCollege) at least 3 times each week, including weeks with holidays. 

(During most weeks you will probably log in many times.)  

 Time Commitment To be successful in this course, you should plan to 

dedicate approximately 8-10 hours per week. Students are expected to 

spend at least five hours per week with the readings and activities available 

through the e-text (MindTap Gardner’s Art Through the Ages). 

 Scheduled Meetings:  There are two face-to-face meetings for this course, 

the mid-term and final exams. Logistical details about both exams (e.g. 

date, time and location) will be available on your Canvas course site. 

 Submitting your answer to the weekly essay question:  As participation, 

each week you must write an essay based on the week’s course material 

and submit it to your TA through the Canvas page. See the above (“Weekly 

Essays”) for more information. 
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Discussion and Communication Guidelines  

The following are my expectations for how we should communicate as a class. 

Above all, please remember to be respectful and thoughtful.  

 Writing style: In your weekly essay, remember to write using good 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation. If a discussion around a model answer 

unfolds, informality (including an occasional emoticon) is fine for non- 

academic topics. But please also refrain from using all CAPITAL LETTERS, as 

this is often interpreted as shouting.  

 Tone and civility: Let's maintain a supportive learning community where 

everyone feels safe and where people can disagree amicably. Remember 

that sarcasm does not always come across online. Treat your discussion 

group leader and fellow students with respect at all times, and in all 

communications.  

 Citing your sources: In your weekly essays and museum paper, make sure 

to always cite your sources. You are not expected to consult outside 

sources for your weekly essays, but you must cite the textbook when 

necessary. When citing the textbook, indicate the chapter and section.

 Backing up your work: Consider composing your discussion posts in a word 

processor, where you can save your work, and then copying into the 

Learning Studio (eCollege) discussion. 

 

Support and Policies  

Late Work and Make-up Exams 

Unless prior arrangements are made with the Teaching Assistant, no late 

assignments, including essays and the museum paper, or exams will be accepted. 

Exceptions will be made in the case of emergencies, and late penalties will be 

made on a case-by-case basis. Notify the Teaching Assistant, via email, in the case 
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of an emergency.  

 

Academic Integrity 

The consequences of scholastic dishonesty are very serious. Please review the 

Rutgers’ academic integrity policy. 

Academic integrity means, among other things:

 Develop and write all of your own assignments. 

 Show in detail where the materials you use in your papers come from. 

Create citations whether you are paraphrasing authors or quoting them 

directly. 

 Do not fabricate information or citations in your work. 

 Do not facilitate academic dishonesty for another student by allowing your 

own work to be submitted by others. 

If you are in doubt about any issue related to plagiarism or scholastic dishonesty, 

please discuss it with your instructor. 

Other sources of information to which you can refer include: 

 Rutgers’ Academic Integrity website

 Code of Student Conduct 

 Eight Cardinal Rules of Academic Integrity

 

Academic Support Services 

 Rutgers has a variety of resources for academic support. For more 

information, check the Academic Support website 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/
http://studentconduct.rutgers.edu/disciplinary-processes/university-code-of-student-conduct/
http://www.northwestern.edu/provost/policies/academic-integrity/cardinal-rules.html
https://newbrunswick.rutgers.edu/academics/academic-support
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 Rutgers has Learning Centers on each campus where any student can 

obtain tutoring and other help. For information, check the Learning Center 

website

 Rutgers also has a Writing Center where students can obtain help with 

writing skills and assignments. Learn more at the Writing Center website 

 Many library resources are available online. Assistance is available through 

phone, email, and chat. For information, check the Rutgers Libraries 

website 

Rutgers Health Services 

Rutgers Health Services is dedicated to health for the whole student body, mind 
and spirit. It accomplishes this through a staff of qualified clinicians and support 
staff, and delivers services at a number of locations throughout the New 
Brunswick-Piscataway area. For more information, check the Rutgers Health 
Services website . 

Undergraduate and graduate students experience a great many stresses in their 
lives - sorting out one's identity, establishing and maintaining important 
relationships, coping with anxiety and depression, working on changing 
relationships with parents and other family members, dealing with losses, 
handling new academic demands, and dealing with reactions to one's 
differentness. To help with these tasks, Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services 
(CAPS) provides a variety of psychological counseling services for all students of 
Rutgers University in New Brunswick/Piscataway, undergraduate and graduate. 
Services are free, and confidentiality is guaranteed within legal and ethical 
guidelines. 

Legal Services 

If you are in need of legal services, please contact Student Legal Services. 

Veteran Services 

If you are a military veteran or are on active military duty, you can obtain support 
through the Office of Veteran and Military Programs and Services. 

https://rlc.rutgers.edu/
https://rlc.rutgers.edu/
http://wp.rutgers.edu/writingcenters/writingcenters
https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/
https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/
file:///C:/Users/andreszervigon/Dropbox%20(Rutgers%20SAS)/Rutgers/Classes/106%20Online%20Spring%202018/health.rutgers.edu
file:///C:/Users/andreszervigon/Dropbox%20(Rutgers%20SAS)/Rutgers/Classes/106%20Online%20Spring%202018/health.rutgers.edu
http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu/
http://rusls.rutgers.edu/
https://veterans.rutgers.edu/
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Accommodations for Accessibility  

Requesting accommodations  

Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's 

educational programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable 

accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the appropriate 

disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, 

participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation. More information 

can be found in the Documentation Guidelines section of the Office for Disability 

Services website.  

If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, 

your campus’s disability services office will provide you with a Letter of 

Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the 

accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this 

process, please complete the Registration Form on the Office for Disability 

Services website.  

Go to the Student section of the Office of Disability Services website for more 

information.  

  

https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://webapps.rutgers.edu/student-ods/forms/registration
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://ods.rutgers.edu/contact-ods
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students
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Course Schedule and Deadlines  

  

Week 

 

Weekly Topics 

 

1 

Introduction & Late Medieval and Early 
Renaissance Northern Europe  

 Read: Week 1 textbook readings. 

 Watch: Week 1 video lecture and 
complete lecture quiz.  

 Complete Week 1 essay.  

2 

Late Medieval Italy & The Renaissance in 
Quattrocento Italy  

 Read: Week 2 textbook readings. 

 Watch: Week 2 video lecture and 
complete lecture quiz.  

 Complete Week 2 essay.  
 Formal Analysis essay.  

3  

The Renaissance in Cinquecento Italy  

 Read: Week 3 textbook readings. 

 Watch: Week 3 video lecture and 
complete lecture quiz.  

 Complete Week 3 essay.  

4  

Mannerism in Cinquecento Italy & High 
Renaissance and Mannerism in Northern 
Europe  

• Read: Week 4 textbook readings. 
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• Watch: Week 4 video lecture and 
complete lecture quiz.  

• Complete Week 4 essay.  

5  

 

Italian Renaissance Architecture  

 Read: Week 5 textbook readings. 

 Watch: Week 5 video lecture and 
complete lecture quiz.  

 Complete Week 5 essay.  

6  

 

The Baroque in Italy and Spain  

 Read: Week 6 textbook readings. 

 Watch: Week 6 video lecture and 
complete lecture quiz.  

 Complete Week 6 essay.  

7  

The Baroque in Northern Europe & Exam 
Review  

• Read: Week 7 textbook readings. 
• Watch: Week 7 video lecture and 

complete lecture quiz.  
• Complete Week 7 essay.  

8  

 

Midterm Exam & The Rococo  

• Read: Week 8 textbook readings. 
• Watch: Week 8 video lecture and 

complete lecture quiz.  
• Complete Week 8 essay.  
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Midterm exam held this week, but date TBD 
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SPRING BREAK!  

  

10  

Neoclassicism, Romanticism, Realism, 
Photography  

• Read: Week 10 textbook readings. 
• Watch: Week 10 video lecture and 

complete lecture quiz.  
• Complete Week 10 essay.  

11  

Impressionism, Post-Impressionism 

• Read: Week 11 textbook readings. 
• Watch: Week 11 video lecture and 

complete lecture quiz.  
• Complete Week 11 essay.  

12  

 

Modernism in Europe and America  

• Read: Week 12 textbook readings. 
• Watch: Week 12 video lecture and 

complete lecture quiz.  
• Complete Week 12 essay.  

13  

Modernism and Postmodernism in Europe 
and America  

• Read: Week 13 textbook readings. 
• Watch: Week 13 video lecture and 

complete lecture quiz. 
• Complete Week 13 essay.  
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• Complete Museum Paper.  

14  

 

Contemporary Art Worldwide  

• Read: Week 14 textbook readings. 
• Watch: Week 14 video lecture and 

complete lecture quiz.  
• Complete Week 14 essay.  

15 

Final Exam Review  

Sign onto the course site for more details on 
studying for the final exam 

16 
Final Exam Period 

Final exam date TBD. 

 

 


