
1 
 

DRAFT 

 
 
Revising Rutgers: 
Architecture,  
History,  
& Preservation on Campus  

Fall 2019 
Professor Yanni & Professor O’Brassill-Kulfan 
Art History 466/History 512:310  
 
Mondays & Thursdays, 11:30am-12:50pm 
Zimmerli Education Room – 
Zimmerli Art Museum 
 
Version 1 
 
Office hours for Prof. Yanni 
Office hours for Prof. O’Brassill-Kulfan:  
Mondays, 2-4pm and by appointment (Van Dyck Hall, 213C) 
 
 
Rutgers has a long history, reaching back to 1766.  The oldest building at Rutgers dates to 
1809-25.  Many of the buildings on Rutgers’ campus are on the National Register of Historic 
Places; Old Queens is a National Historic Landmark.   The block bounded by Somerset, 
George, College, and Hamilton is a registered historic district. This campus has developed 
alongside the complicated and vibrant history of New Jersey; the story of Rutgers and its 
buildings is very much the story of the history of the state in which it was born.  
 
Preserved historic buildings and sites offer powerful experiential learning opportunities. 
Historic preservation is an academic discipline, a career path, and a field of intellectual 
inquiry that values place-based interpretation of history, society, and culture.  Historic 
preservationists work to preserve and protect buildings, landscapes, and other culturally 
or historically significant artifacts.   
 
Preservationists consider: What is significant? What should be preserved and what does 
not warrant recognition?  How do people learn about history, society, and cultures through 
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space and place? Determining what deserves to be preserved is always an ethical problem, 
worthy of careful consideration.  Historic preservation is an ever-changing discipline: the 
criteria by which buildings are selected change over time.  
 
Historic preservation is a vibrant subfield of the discipline of public history, which 
considers how history functions within the world, and works to share historical 
information with the broadest possible audiences.  
 
The buildings at Rutgers were nominated in the 1970s and 80s, and we have learned a 
good deal more about the structures since that time. In particular, research on 
disenfranchised persons in the history of Rutgers proves that these early buildings 
incorporated the work of enslaved persons.   
 
In this class, we will work together to raise the profile of Rutgers’ historic buildings by 
making sure the information that is in the public domain is accurate.  
 
Students will have the opportunity to work independently and collaboratively to explore 
the historical significance and characteristics of structures and spaces at Rutgers. The class 
will be divided into teams to work on revising the nominations for specific buildings on 
campus.  This is a class that will require hands-on research in the archives as well as site-
based analysis and secondary research.  
 
For Art History majors, this class fulfills the Professional Opportunities and On-Site 
Learning requirement in the major.  
For Cultural Heritage and Preservation Studies, this counts as an elective. 
For History Majors, this class counts as a US History course and fulfills the Elective 
Requirement for the Public History Certificate.  
  
 
 
-Laptops are not allowed in the classroom, unless we are doing a special project or if a 
student has a documented accessibility requirement that necessitates in-class laptop use. 
-No memorization of names or dates is necessary for the tests or the final.  
-Non-majors welcome. 
 
COURSE EVALUATION 
Class participation and attendance 15% 
Midterm Essay 25% (on NJ history/architecture/preservation standards? Using primary 
sources?) 
Outline for nomination form 5% 
Completed nomination form 20% (grade will be calculated based off of a combination of 
individual submissions and group work) 
Test (Week 11) 
Presentation and Final Essay, graded as one item  (35%)  
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There is no text book. All readings will be posted on the Sakai site.  A copy of the syllabus 
may be found on Sakai. We will post the PowerPoint slides after each lecture, not before.  
 
 
Grading scale 
A = 90 and up;  B+ = 89 to 85;   B = 85 to 80;  C+ = 79  to 76;  C = 75 to 70;  D =70 to 60;  F = 
60 and below 
 
 
Date   Topics           Readings to be completed before class/ 

Assignments in Red 
Deadlines in bold 

Week 1 Introduction to the themes of the 
course 

 

 Why preserve historic buildings? McClellan, “Place-based epistemology: This is your 
brain on historic sites” 

Week 2 Architectural Evidence:  How to 
read a plan, different types of 
drawings, fire insurance maps, etc.  

  

 Documentary evidence Visit to Rutgers Special Collections/University 
Archives  

Week 3  Historic preservation in action Excerpts from Robert Stipe, A Richer Heritage: 
Historic Preservation in the Twenty-first Century 

 Early History of New Jersey  
 

Excerpts from New Jersey: A History of the Garden 
State 

Week 4  Early History of Rutgers Excerpts from Rutgers: A 250th Anniversary Portrait 
Excerpts from New Jersey: A History of the Garden 
State 

 Rutgers & New Jersey in the 19th 
Century  

Excerpts from Murtagh, Keeping Time: The History 
and Theory of Preservation in America 
Recent nominations to NRHP 

Week 5  Old Queens Excerpts from Scarlet & Black: Slavery and 
Dispossession in Rutgers History 

 Campus as Historic Site Site visits to Old Queens, Observatory, and Geology 
Museum 

Week 6 Geology Museum Guest speaker:  Carol McCarty “Geology Museum” 
  Guest Speaker:  ** Ryan, Rutgers in-house historic 

preservation expert 
 

Week 7 
 

Parts of the Nomination Form: 
Bibliography 

Barbara Christen, "The Historian's and the 
preservationist's dilemma," Planning for Higher 
Education, June 2011 
 

 Parts of the Nomination Form: 
Description 

Carl Elefante, “The full and true of value of campus 
heritage” Planning for higher education, June 2011, 
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Week 8  Criteria : what are they and how do 

they work? How have they changed 
over time?  

Joan P Poor and Jeannette Snowball, “The valuation 
of campus heritage from the student perspective,” 
journal  of cultural heritage, April 2010 
“How to Apply the National Register Criteria for 
Evaluation” NPS Bulletin  
 

 Parts of the Nomination Form: 
Significance 

How to Complete the National Register Registration 
Form NPS Bulletin 

Week 9 Historic Preservation at the State 
Level 

Guest speaker: Bob Craig, NJ State Historic 
Preservation Office 
Excerpts from Beyond preservation: using public 
history to revitalize inner cities  

 Historic Preservation in the 
Community 

Draft of first four pages of description due 
 

Week 10   Whose history matters? Guidelines for Evaluating and Nominating 
Properties Associated with Significant Persons NPS 
Bulletin 

  Guest Speaker: Aaron Wunsch, University of 
Pennsylvania Professor of Historic Preservation, 
author of many different types of nominations 

Week 11  TEST held during class time  
 Historic preservation across the 

country 
Sustainable heritage 

 
Excerpts from Robert Stipe, A Richer Heritage: 
Historic Preservation in the Twenty-first Century 
 
Excerpts from Page, Why Preservation Matters 

Week 12   Selected entries from New Jersey’s Historical 
American Buildings Survey 
Excerpts from Semes, The Future of the Past: A 
Conservation Ethic for Architecture, Urbanism, and 
Historic Preservation 

  Student presentations  Student presentations 
Week 13   Student presentations  Student presentations 
   
Week 14  Wikipedia hackathon – updating pages for campus 

buildings 
   
Final 
papers  

 Final papers due  

 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

Why we take attendance, even though we are all grown-ups here: 
As educators, we place a high value on coming to class well-prepared and deeply 
motivated, and we expect the same from our students. (This means you!) We believe that in 
a successful college class, the professor and the students create a community of engaged 
scholars who explore an intellectual subject together. There are in-class assignments and 
projects that will require your attention. If you want to do well in this class, you will need 
to keep up with the readings, attend class, participate in a meaningful way, and take 
responsibility for your own education. Therefore, students are expected to attend all 
classes. If you expect to miss class, please use the University absence reporting website 
https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and reason for your absence. An email 
is automatically sent to me. Attendance Policy: After three unexcused absences, from 
either class or a screening, each additional absence will cause ½ grade to be taken off your 
final grade. (For example, a B+ becomes a B.)   
 
 

 
 
Upload your papers to your dropbox in Sakai.   Use 12 point font, one-inch margins, length 
of paper will vary depending, but somewhere between 6 and 10 pages.  You will be guided 
in how to prepare each section of the paper.     
 
Please include your last name in the name of the documents.  (For example, 
Smith_EiffelTower.doc.) Papers should be in Word (not a pdf,) but the illustrations may be 
a separate pdf or contained inside the Word doc.   
 
 
Late Papers: Late papers will be marked down one half of grade for each calendar day the 
paper is late. No extensions will be given except in cases of illness or family emergency.  
The only excusable absences from tests are illnesses and family emergencies.  
 
Common Courtesy: Please do not arrive late, leave early, or wander around during class.  
Please remember to turn off your cell phones.  If you are in the midst of a crisis and need to 
have your phone on, please let me know.  
 
Attendance: Attendance is mandatory.  If you are not present when I take attendance, you 
will be marked absent. You will be marked down one half of a grade for every class you 
miss after three missed classes.   
 
Other Problems: If you are having difficulty completing the assignments for this class, or if 
you have trouble understanding the material presented in the lectures, please see the 
instructor as soon as possible.   
 
Current Academic Integrity Policy: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/integrity.shtml  
Violations include: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, denying others access to information 
or material, and facilitating violations of academic integrity. Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the 
act of using another person's published ideas, data, or language without specific and proper 
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acknowledgment. Plagiarism is a violation of academic integrity and will be dealt with in 
accordance with university policies. 
 
Disability Services 
 (848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer 
Avenue, Piscataway, NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 
 
The Office of Disability Services works with students with a documented disability to 
determine the eligibility of reasonable accommodations, facilitates and coordinates those 
accommodations when applicable, and lastly engages with the Rutgers community at large 
to provide and connect students to appropriate resources. Students with disabilities 
requesting accommodations must follow the procedures outlined at 
http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu/request.html   
 
Just In Case Web App 
http://codu.co/cee05e 
Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a mental 
health crisis on your smartphone or tablet:  easily contact CAPS or RUPD. 
 
 
 

https://ods.rutgers.edu/
http://m.appcreatorpro.com/m/rutgers/fda9f59ca5/fda9f59ca5.html
http://codu.co/cee05e

