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PRELIMINARY SYLLABUS 
Students should refer to the LMS (learning management system) for a final syllabus and any 

updates. 

SURVEY OF NON-WESTERN ART 
Prof. van Donkersgoed| 01:082:107 

j.van.donkersgoed@rutgers.edu 

 

Summer 2020 

 

 
Screenshot taken from the movie Black Panther (2018) during which Erik Killmonger questions the authority and practice 

of museums regarding non-western objects. 

 

 

SURVEY OF NON-WESTERN ART 

Introduction to the art of the non-western world including the Islamic World, India and Southeast 

Asia, China, Japan and Korea, the Pacific, Africa and the Americas. This survey discusses the visual 

traditions of these regions including art, sculpture, architecture, painting, ceramics and book 

cultures, from the prehistoric to the early modern period.  

 

At the start of the course we will discuss how these objects were collected and are presented in 

‘universal’ museums. Throughout the course, emphasis will be given to the cultural practices of the 

makers of the art objects, and how these traditions inform the meaning and use of these objects. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT LEARNING GOALS 

The goal of Art History courses is to enable students to identify, discuss, and interpret works of 

art and architecture. Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of visual artifacts from 

a diverse range of periods and geographic regions and be able to place them within their historical 
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contexts. They will be able to employ skills of critical thinking in their written and oral expression 

and to construct a historical argument that incorporates images in a meaningful way. 

CORE CURRICULUM LEARNING GOALS 

This course fulfills the following Core requirements: 

• To learn the appropriate vocabulary and critical tools for discussing and writing about 

works of art. 

• To understand the development of artistic expressions in cultural contexts, over time and 

region. 

• To analyze works of art in terms of style and function as well as critically evaluate with 

regards to historical development. 

• To engage in meaningful comparison of works of art across different cultures and 

geopolitical regions and comprehend cross-cultural exchanges. 

 

This course meets the following Core Curriculum learning goals: 

Historical Analysis [HST] 

• (k) Explain the development of some aspect of a society or culture over time, including 

the history of ideas or history of science. 

Sample question: How did the classic Muslim mosque develop from the Dome of the 

Rock to the Great Mosque in Cordoba? 

• (h) Employ historical reasoning to study human endeavors. 

Sample question: What made Song dynasty ceramics typical for their time? Or How 

did early Japanese art reflect the importance of nature in the Japanese world view? 

 

Arts and Humanities [AH] 

• (p) Analyze arts and/or literatures in themselves and in relation to specific histories, 

values, languages, cultures, and technologies. 

Sample question: Analyze the structure and form of a Buddhist stupa and explain 

how it relates to the teachings of the Buddha? 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

The course is divided into units, each focusing on a particular geographical region. The learning 

goals will be tested after each unit through a quiz, moreover, students will be preparing a 

presentation and a final paper that will show what they have learned during the course.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Attendance will be taken for this course, and too many absences or lateness will be deducted from 

your final grade for the course. If you are unable to attend class due to illness, religious reasons or 

other personal concerns, please contact me directly at j.van.donkersgoed@rutgers.edu. Please be 

mailto:j.van.donkersgoed@rutgers.edu
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aware that this is a fast-paced course and missing a (few) class(es) might mean you miss the 

discussion of an entire culture! 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 

Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated under any circumstances. All students are expected to 

abide by the Rutgers University Academic Integrity Policy. Please review the information online at: 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/ 

 

Violations include: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, denying others access to information or 

material, and facilitating violations of academic integrity. Any such violations will be reported 

to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

Please notify me if you have any documented disabilities or special circumstances that require 

accommodations.  

 

Students with disabilities should also contact the Office of Disability Services directly:  

 

Office of Disability Services, Lucy Stone Hall, Livingston Campus 

54 Joyce Kilmer Ave, Suite A145, Piscataway, New Jersey, 08854  

Email: dsoffice@rci.rutgers.edu, 848-445-6800,  

Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-5:00pm, Friday 8:30am-4:30pm. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 

You will be required to complete all of the following in order to pass the course: 

 

Discussions (30%) 

Every week on Tuesday, the students have to post an image of an art object from the geographical 

region of the unit that is discussed in the lecture. Underneath the image, the student has to write the 

artist’s name, the date, the name of the art object and the location where it is exhibited. Before 

submitting your artwork, make sure that nobody else has already posted the same artwork. 

 

Each student has to respond to two discussion posts of their fellow students by Thursday. If a 

fellow student has uploaded their presentation video on the discussion board, a response to the 

video counts as one of your two responses. The response can include a short visual analysis or 

discuss how the artwork relates to the course material. Please be respectful! 

 

Unit Quizzes (20%) 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/
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At the end of every week, a short online quiz will be taken by the students to test their knowledge 

before proceeding to discuss the next unit. The quiz consists of a few multiple-choice questions and 

will only be available for an allotted time. 

 

 

 

Presentation (20%) 

Each student will choose one unit at the start of the course, and will create a short video of 3-5 

minutes about an art object from that geographical area. In this video-presentation, the student 

should discuss the history of the object, the culture that produced it and perform a visual analysis. 

 

Final paper (20%) 

The final paper is a short research paper about an art object of choice from one of the geographical 

areas that have been discussed in the class. The student may choose to write their paper about the 

art object they have presented on, or they can choose another. 

 

The final paper has to be between 3-5 pages long, double spaced and in Times New Roman font 

size 12. The paper has to analyze the historical, cultural, political and/or socioeconomic context of 

the work of art chosen. 

 

Attendance and participation (10%) 

At the end of the week, the class will have a live Q&A session. During this live-stream the students 

can ask their questions about the unit of that week before the class proceeds to the next unit. 

 

Grading Scale 

A  = 90–100 

B+  = 87–89 

B  = 80–86 

C+  = 77–79 

C  = 70–76 

D  = 65–69 

F = 64 and Below 

 

 

REQUIRED READING 

 

Textbook 

Kampen-O’Riley, Michael, Art Beyond the West (3rd edition), 2014. 

 

Unit 1: Collecting and the Universal Museum 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2004/jul/24/heritage.art 

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/black-panther-museum-heist-restitution-1233278 

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2004/jul/24/heritage.art
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/black-panther-museum-heist-restitution-1233278
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https://jhuexhibitionist.com/2018/02/22/why-museum-professionals-need-to-talk-about-black-panther/ 

 

Unit 1: Intangible Heritage Practices 

TBD 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Date Unit 1: Non-Western Art Context Reading 

July 7 Collecting and the Universal Museum Follow URLs above 

July 9 Intangible Heritage Practices 

Assigning Final Paper and Presentation 

Follow URLs above 

 Unit 2: Islamic Art Kampen pp. 22-56 

July 14 Byzantium, Iran and Ottoman Turks  

 Unit 3: India and South East Asia Kampen pp. 58 - 102 

July 16 Buddhist, Hindu and Jain Art  

 Unit 4: China Kampen pp. 104 – 146 

July 21 Chinese dynasties  

 Unit 5: Japan and Korea Kampen pp. 148 -198 

July 23 Shrines, drawings and Zen gardens  

 Unit 6: The Pacific Kampen pp. 200 – 226 

July 28 Australia, Melanesia and Polynesia  

 Unit 7: Africa Kampen pp. 228 – 268 

July 30 Masks, Murals and more  

 Unit 8: The Americas Kampen pp. 270 – 342 

August 4 Inca, Maya and Native Americans  

August 7 Review  

August 11 Final Paper due  

 

 

WEEKLY TASKS 

 

What to do Due 

Watch recorded lecture / assigned video  

Read assigned readings  

Post a picture of an art object from the unit on the 

discussion board 

Tuesday 11 PM 

Post your presentation video of an art object from the unit 

on the discussion board (once) 

Wednesday 11 PM 

Reply to two posts on the discussion board Thursday 11 PM 

Participate in Q&A session (live) Thursday 6–7 PM 

https://jhuexhibitionist.com/2018/02/22/why-museum-professionals-need-to-talk-about-black-panther/
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Make online unit quiz Thursday 7.30PM – 

8.30PM 

 


