
Introduction to Art History: Renaissance to Today 
 

Art History 106, Spring 2018 
Voorhees Hall, Room 105, College Avenue Campus  

MW8, 7:40 pm to 9pm.  
A Core Certified Course  

 
 

 
INSTRUCTOR: Kimiko Matsumura  

  kimiko.matsumura@rutgers.edu  
 Office: Voorhees Hall, 008E  
  Office Hours: TBD 
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
This course presents an introductory overview of the history of Western art 
from the Renaissance to the present, including the achievements of artistic 
giants, spanning from Leonardo da Vinci to Kara Walker.  It covers works in 
a wide array of media, such as painting, sculpture, architecture, prints, 
photography, performance, and the moving image. Emphasizing significant 
stylistic movements in Europe and the Americas, this class lays the 
groundwork for more advanced art history courses by introducing visual 
analysis and other interpretative tools of art historical research. Students 
will also learn how the visual products of a culture relate to historical 
circumstances, societal values, and shifting personal and collective 
identities.  The skills developed in this course provide important tools for 
navigating and interpreting media and visual representation in the twenty-
first century. Students will attend weekly lectures, write one short museum 
paper, and take two exams.  
 
CORE CURRICULUM LEARNING GOALS:  
 
This course meets the following Core Curriculum learning goals:  
 

• (H.) Understand the bases and development of human and 
societal endeavors across time and place.  
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• (K.) Explain the development of some aspect of a society or 
culture over time, including the history of ideas or history of 
science. 

 
• (P.) Analyze arts and/or literatures in themselves and in relation 

to specific histories, values, languages, cultures, and 
technologies.  

 
DEPARTMENT LEARNING GOALS:  
 
The goal of this art history course is to enable students to identify, discuss, 
and interpret works of art and architecture. Students will be able to 
demonstrate their knowledge of a large set of visual artifacts from a diverse 
range of periods and geographic regions and be able to place them within 
their historical contexts. They will be able to employ critical thinking skills in 
their written and oral expression and to construct an historical argument 
that incorporates objects and images in meaningful ways.  
 
COURSE LEARNING GOALS:  
 

1. To learn the appropriate vocabulary and critical tools for 
discussing and writing about works of art and architecture.  
 

2. To gain awareness of the major artistic movements from the 
Renaissance and up to  
the contemporary period.  

 
3. To relate specific works of art and architecture to their stylistic, 

historical, and social  
contexts. 

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY:  
 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated under any circumstances. All 
students are required to abide by the Rutgers University Academic Integrity 
Policy. Please review the information online at 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/ Violations 
include: cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, denying others access to 
information or material, and facilitating violations of academic integrity. Any 
such violations will be reported to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. 
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When in doubt about what constitutes academic integrity, please ask the 
instructor.    
 
ATTENDANCE AND EXPECTATIONS:  
 
The Department of Art History expects all its students to attend every class, 
except in cases of illness, serious family concerns, or other major 
problems. We expect that students will arrive on time, prepared to listen 
and participate as appropriate, and to stay for the duration of a meeting 
rather than drift in or out casually. In short, we anticipate that students will 
show professors and fellow students maximum consideration by minimizing 
the disturbances that cause interruptions in the learning process. This 
means that punctuality is a must, that cellular phones be turned off, and 
that courtesy is the guiding principle in all exchanges among students and 
faculty. You will be responsible for materials and ideas presented in lecture. 
Lectures DO NOT paraphrase the textbook and may on occasion include 
discussions of works of art that are not in the textbook. 
 
Attendance Policy: Students are expected to attend all classes. If you 
expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University absence 
reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and 
reason for your absence. An email is automatically sent to the instructor. 
Short attendance quizzes will be given randomly throughout the semester. 
While these quizzes will be marked and returned to you, they will not be 
graded and will only be used for attendance purposes. They will therefore 
contribute to the 5% attendance and participation portion of your grade 
regardless of how you score on the exam.  
 
Policy on Absences during Exams: Make-up exams are at my discretion 
and may be accompanied by a penalty on a case-by-case basis. If you 
miss an exam or know in advance you are going to miss it, notify me 
immediately. Legitimate and documented excuses will be favored in the 
decision to offer a make-up. If you miss the exam for any other reason 
(e.g., slept through the exam, weren’t ready to take it, booked your flight 
too early, etc.), a make-up might not be offered to you, so please do your 
due diligence.  
 
Email Policy: I check email regularly, but please allow 24 hours for an 
email response before reaching out with a second email. Please compose 
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emails in a respectful and professional manner (use full sentences, polite 
greeting and closing, etc).  
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING:  
 
You will be required to complete all of the following assignments in order to 
pass the course:  
 
1. Museum paper: 3-5 pages (25%). Visual analysis paper based on an 
object chosen from a list of works provided in class from the Zimmerli Art 
Museum, Metropolitan Museum of Art, or the Princeton University Art 
Museum. In order for your assignment to be considered complete, you 
must upload your paper to Sakai to be run through Turnitin.com. Due on 
April 11. Directions and object list to follow.  
 
2. Midterm: (60 min - 30%). Format: 2 single object essays and one 
comparison essay focusing on 2-4 images. One hour exam. Will be held 
during class on March 7. For both the midterm and final, students will not 
be required to memorize dates, names, or titles— this information will be 
provided for you. However, students will be expected to respond to the 
prompt fully, identifying an object’s stylistic period, subject matter, socio-
historical context, and function.  
 
3. Final: (40%). This exam will include material from the entire course. 
Format: 2 comparisons (two to four images each) and an essay based on a 
previously posted topic. See below for dates. Once again, students will be 
expected to respond to the prompt fully, identifying an object’s stylistic 
period, subject matter, socio-historical context, and function.  
 
4. Participation: (5%) Attendance quizzes to be taken randomly over the 
course of the semester. 
 
Grading Scale 
A = 90–100  
B+ = 85–89  
B = 80–84 
C+ = 75–79  
C = 70–74  
D = 60–69  
F= 59 and Below  
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TEXTBOOK AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:  
 
Students must complete the assigned readings for each lecture before 
arriving to class. These readings are drawn from your textbook and their 
page numbers are noted in the course schedule. You are responsible for 
knowing this material even if it is not directly discussed in class. The 
textbook is available for purchase at Rutgers University Bookstore:  
 
Fred S. Kleiner, Gardner’s Art through the Ages: The Western Perspective, 
Volume 2, 15th edition, Cengage Learning, Boston, MA. ISBN-13: 978-
1305645059  
 
Additional readings, announcements, and instructions for assignments will 
be posted on SAKAI: sakai.rutgers.edu.  
 
SPECIAL NEEDS:  
 
Please notify me at the start of the semester if you have any documented 
disabilities or special circumstances that require attention, and I will be 
happy to accommodate you. Students with disabilities may also contact the 
Office of Disability Services directly: Office of Disability Services, Lucy 
Stone Hall, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Ave, Suite A145, 
Piscataway, New Jersey, 08854, email: dsoffice@rci.rutgers.edu, 848-445-
6800, Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:30am-5:00pm, Friday 8:30am-4:30pm.  
 
COURSE SCHEDULE:  
NB: This schedule is subject to change without prior notice. 
 

 
Date Subject 

Readings 
TBD 

Week1 1/17 Syllabus and What is Art History? 
 Week 2 1/22 Tools of art history and Late Medieval Italy 
 

 
1/24 Late Medieval Italy and Northern Europe 

 Week 3 1/29 Early Ren in Northern Europe 
 

 
1/31 

Renaissance in Quattrocento Italy: painting 
and sculpture 
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Week 4 2/5 
Renaissance in Cinquecento Italy: Painting 
and sculpture 

 
 

2/7 Renaissance Italian architecture 
 

Week 5 2/12 
High Renaissance and Mannerism in 
Northern Europe and Spain 

 
 

2/14 Baroque in Northern Europe 
 Week 6 2/19 Baroque Italy: Painting and sculpture 
 

 
2/21 Baroque Italian Architecture 

 Week 7 2/26 Baroque in France and Spain 
 

 
2/28 Rococo and the early French Academy 

 Week 8 3/3 Review 
 

 
3/7 Midterm 

 Week 9 3/12 Spring Break 
 

 
3/14 Spring Break 

 Week 10 3/19 Neoclassicism, Romanticism 
 

 
3/21 Realism, 19th century photography 

 Week 11 3/26 Impressionism and the Academy 
 

 
3/28 Post Impressionism and Symbolism 

 Week 12 4/2 Modernism in Europe and America I 
 

 
4/4 Modernism in Europe and America II 

 Week 13 4/9 The Interwar period in Europe and America I 
 

 
4/11 

The Interwar period in Europe and America II 
Papers Due 

 
Week 14 

 
4/16 Postwar abstraction and conceptual art 

 

 
4/18 

Pop Art, postmodern photography, Feminist 
Art 

 Week 15 4/23 African-American Art after WWII 
 

 
4/25 Contemporary Art Worldwide 

 Week 16 4/30 Review 
 

 

Week 
of 5/3 Final Exam, TBD 
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