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This graduate seminar will explore the cultural and architectural history of two cities, London 

and New York, focusing on the long 19th century. We will also analyze representations of 

these two cities in paintings, prints, and photographs. We will approach the city as a built 

space, as a crucible for the formation of social identities; the city here is an ever-changing 

environment particularly conducive to flows of people, ideas, and things. London and New 

York, the commercial capitals of the nineteenth century in the west, are here broadly 

conceived to include the entire built environment, from the grand gestures of urban planners 

to the alleys of the East End and the tenements of the Lower East Side; we will study reform 

attempts, slum clearance, and the settlement movement. The gendered and sexed experience 

of the city will also be examined. We will analyze the vast social and physical changes wrought 

by industry. Several sessions of the class will delve into building types (as defined by purpose, 

not shape): these include parks, museums, exhibitions, apartment houses, and office 

buildings. Together we will read accounts of the city as it was recorded by tourists, social 

reformers, architecture critics, and historians. We will study architecture from the point-of-

view of the social historian—what did architecture mean to its various audiences? and how did 

it communicate? All the readings are on the Sakai site or they are available on-line. Students 

will be encouraged to write a final paper that is related to their own specialization within art 

history, as long as the topic is keyed into the main themes of the course and stays within the 

time period. 
 
 
 

DATE THEME READINGS 
Article presentations 

KEY BUILDINGS OR 
IMAGES and 
in-class activities and 
assignments 

  Introducing London and 
New York 
 

Lecture  

    



 2

 Moralizing-- 
Environmental 
Determinism 
 
 
 
 

A. N. W. Pugin, Contrasts, or a Comparison of the 
Noble Edifices of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
Centuries and Similar Buildings of the Present 
Day, 1839. “On the Wretched State of 
Architecture of Our Present Day,” 30-35. 
 
Rosemary Hill, “Reformation to Millenium: Pugin’s 
Contrasts in the History of English Thought,” 
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, 
58.1 (March 1999) 26-41.  
 
John Ruskin, “Nature of Gothic,” Stones of 
Venice, Volume 2, (1851-53) 
https://archive.org/details/natureofgothicch00rusk 
 
Friedrich Engels, The Condition of the Working 
Class in England, 1845. Introduction, The Great 
Towns , and Irish Immigration, in Penguin edition 
these are pages 50-64, 65-109, 123-158. (Not on 
Sakai)  There are many editions on line, such as  
Condition of the Working-Class 
 

 
Manchester 
 
Pugin’s Contrasts 
 
 

 Sanitizing/Regulating-- 
Health Reform 
  

J.P. Kay, Moral and Physical Condition of the 
Working Classes Employed in Cotton 
Manufacture in Manchester, (1830) 2-72  
 
Frederick Law Olmsted,“Public Parks and the 
Enlargement  of Towns,” (1870) from Stout and 
LeGates 
 
David Schuyler, New Urban Landscape, 59-100 
 
Catherine McNeur, The ''Swinish Multitude'': 
Controversies over Hogs in Antebellum New York 
City, Journal of Urban History, 2011 37: 639 
 
Schuyler or McNeur article presentation: 
___________________________ 

 
Central Park 
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 Organizing/Controlling-- 
Panopticism, Prisons, and 
the Grid  

Jeremy Bentham, “Panopticon, or the Inspection 
House,” (1791) Works of Jeremy Bentham vol iv, 
39-49 
 
Charles Dickens, excerpt from Notes on America, 
(1842)  “Philadelphia and its Solitary Prison,” 97-
111  
 
Michel Foucault, “Panopticism” from Discipline 
and Punish, (1975, translated 1977.) 
 
Dell Upton, “The City as Material Culture,” in The 
Art and Mystery of Historical Archaeology, 1992 
 
 
Upton  article presentation:  
___________________________ 
 

One page summary of any of 
these readings 

 Displaying-- 
Exhibitions  
 
 

Yanni, Nature’s Museums, chapter 5, “Nature in 
Conflict: The natural history museum in London,” 
111-146 
OR 
Conn, Museums and American Intellectual Life 
Chapter 2, “Naked Eye Science” 
 
John Ruskin, Lamp of Truth, 1849, on iron  
 
John Ruskin, “The Opening of the Crystal Palace 
in Sydenham, considered in some of its relations 
to the prospects for art,” 1854  
http://www.readbookonline.net/read/17638/50295/  
or Google Books (not on Sakai) 
 
Official Descriptive and Illustrated Catalogue of 
the Great Exhibition   

 
Go to the online Crystal 
Palace catalogue. Choose a 
search word like “porcelain” 
or “India” and peruse the 
catalogue. Come to class 
prepared to discuss your 
word.  The link at left is  a 
link to the first volume of the 
catalogue of the Great 
Exhibition – but there are 
many volumes.  Be sure to 
search beyond volume 1.   
 
Paper Topic Due: This is one 
page that describes your 
topic and your thesis 
statement.  It will be graded. 
 
 
Hand out and Explain 
Newspaper project 
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 Dwelling/Surviving-- 
Poverty  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Dolkart, Biography of a Tenement, 1-98 
 
Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives, 1890, 
edited by Leviatin, 11-34, “The Bend,” 96-106 
available online 
http://www.authentichistory.com/1898-1913/2-
progressivism/2-riis/introduction.html 
 
Smith and Thomson (1876-77) Street Life in 
London (Skim) 
 
 
Maren Stange, “From Sensation to Science: 
Documentary Photography at the Turn of the 
Century,” in Symbols of Ideal Life: Social 
Documentary Photography in America, 1890-
1950 (Cambridge/New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1989), pp. 1-46.  
 
 

 
Lower East Side, NY 
Tenement Museum building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One page paper- summary 
of Stange due 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Menacing City: 
London at Night 

Lynda Nead, Victorian Babylon, “Gas and Light,” 
83-146  
 
Walkowitz, City of Dreadful Delight, chapter 7, 
“Jack the Ripper,” 191-228   
 
Nancy Rose Marshall,  
 
Article Review Nead or Walkowitz or Marshall 

Report on Newspaper 
Project  
 
 

 Slumming/Cruising-- 
Sex and Queer Space 

Seth Koven, Slumming: Sexual and Social Politics 
in Victorian London, 3-87, Intro and chapter 1 
 
Matthew Houlbrook, Queer London: Perils and 
Pleasures in the Sexual Metropolis, 1918-57 
University of Chicago Press, 2005 
Intro and ch.1 
 
George Chauncey, Gay New York, pages 1-9 and 
ch. 7 
 
Article review  Koven, Houlbrook or Chauncey 
________________________ 
 

 

   On this day you will each 
present your paper topic to 
the class; there will be time 
for discussion 
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++++ 
 
 
 Gendering the City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Paula Lupkin, Manhood Factories: YMCA 
Architecture and the Making of Modern Urban 
Culture (University of Minnesota, 2010) 37-72. 
 
 
Barbara Penner “A World of Unmentionable 
Suffering: Women's Public Conveniences in 
Victorian London” Journal of Design History, Vol. 
14, No. 1 (2001), pp. 35-51 
  
Article presentation, Lupkin  or Penner 
______________________________ 
 

 
One page summary of 
Penner or Lupkin due 

 

 Class canceled  Individual meetings with the instructor held in lieu 
of class some time during the previous week.   

Due at 5PM: Any four pages 
of your final paper with 
illustrations.  This will be 
graded. 
 
 

 Working-- 
Skyscrapers and the 
Shaping of Lower 
Manhattan 

Carol Willis, Form Follows Finance, 1-88 
 
Randall Mason, Once and Future City, Sites of 
Memory (ch. 1) and City Hall Park (ch. 4)  
 
Walt Whitman, “Manahatta, “(poem) 
 
Article review Willis or Mason________________ 
 

  
Screen early films of our 
cities: London (1902) and 
“Manhatta,” film by Strand 
and Sheeler (1921) 
 

 Student Presentations  
 
 
 

 

 Student Presentations 
 
 
 

  

 Student Presentations 
 
 

  

 
 
Leading Discussion of an Article 
You will be asked to present a recent scholarly article to the class for discussion. Your main job here is to 
launch the class into an open-ended discussion. This is not a report on the content. Bring enough questions 
to carry a fifteen minute discussion.  Try to ask open-ended questions that allow your fellow students to 
consider issues of method and sources. Think about how  the organization serves the argument. What are 
the strengths and weakness of this article?   
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Class evaluation will be based on class participation (20%), leading discussion of an article (6%), four one-
page papers (24%), any four pages of your final paper w/ illustrations (10%), final in-class presentation and 
final paper, graded as one item (40%) 
 
Four 300-word double-spaced papers are due in the Sakai dropbox at  class time on the following 
dates (24%): 
--Summary of one reading  
--Your paper topic and thesis statement  
--Summary of one reading, the one by Stange   
--Summary of one reading  
Each of these papers should be approximately one page.   
Upload to dropbox in Sakai. 
 
First four pages of your paper: four pages of your final paper with illustrations.  Electronic copy (word doc) 
preferred.  Illustrations can be a separate pdf.  (10% of your grade)  Upload to Sakai dropbox.   
 
Final papers December 15 AT 5PM.  12 to 15 pages, double-spaced, details to follow.  
Please load an electronic copy in dropbox on Sakai. (40% of your grade)  Upload to Sakai dropbox. 
 
Additional Important Information 
 
Academic Integrity: We will discuss writing, editing, and providing citations as part of this class, as well as 
go over examples of plagiarism, but students should consult the University statement on academic integrity: 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/files/documents/AI_Policy_9_01_2011.pdf   
 
 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey abides by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments (ADAA) of 2008, and Sections 504 and 508 which mandate 
that reasonable accommodations be provided for qualified students with disabilities and accessibility of 
online information. If you have a disability and may require some type of instructional and/or examination 
accommodation, please contact your instructor early in the semester so that s/he can provide or facilitate in 
providing accommodations you may need. If you have not already done so, you will need to register with the 
Office of Disability Services, the designated office on campus to provide services and administer exams with 
accommodations for students with disabilities. The Office of Disability Services is located in the Kreeger 
Learning Center, 151 College Ave, Suite 123, phone number 848-932-2848.   


