
Art History 310: High Renaissance and Mannerism in Italy (1500-1600) 
SYLLABUS Spring 17 (subject to change) 
Prof. Benjamin Paul 

 

The High Renaissance is the era that went from Leonardo da Vinci to Michelangelo and from 

Raphael to Titian. These are often considered the greatest artists of all times and this seminar 

will analyze why this is the case. We will carefully discuss many masterpieces, including 

Leonardo’s Last Supper and Mona Lisa, Michelangelo’s David and Sistine Chapel, Raphael’s 

School of Athens and Transfiguration and Titian’s Venus of Urbino and Pietà. We will study how 

fierce rivalry motivated these artists to challenge and ultimately outdo each other with their 

opposed approaches to art. We will see how they struggled with their patrons, be it popes, 

princes, kings and how they arranged themselves with the differing interests of humanists and 

the Church. The representation of women in the Renaissance will be a special focus and in 

particular Titian’s undermining of the misogynist constitution of his time. The class will end with 

the waning of the Renaissance and the onslaught of the Counter-Reformation, which led to one 

of the darkest chapters in the history of art: Paolo Veronese’s Inquisition trial. Students taking 

this seminar will practice visual analysis and get an introduction into art theory and Mannerism. 

They will familiarize themselves with the highlights of sixteenth-century Italian art and thus gain 

an in-depth understanding of one the groundbreaking periods in the history of humanity in 

which the basis to our (post-)modern society was laid.  

A field trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, NYC is part of the class.  

 

Requirements 

Requirements and Grading: 
one midterm (20%), one 6-7 page research paper (30%), one final (25%), participation/attendence in 
class (25%).  
 
Writing Assignments: 
Research Paper: The paper should be 6-7 double-spaced pages in 12 point font (bibliography not 
counting). 
 
The papers are due in class. E-mailed papers are not accepted. No extensions are granted and late 
papers are marked down a half-grade each day (for instance: A to A- to B+, etc.). 
Papers more than one week late are not accepted. 
 
Attendance and Participation: 
• On-time attendance is mandatory.  Absences and lateness will lower your final grade. 
Students absent more than three times will be withdrawn and will receive a WF. 

• Students are also expected to participate – your questions and observations help shape class 
discussions, and regular participation will improve your grade. 
 
Cell phones are prohibited, including text messages 
 
 
 



Week 1 
Introduction to the Concepts of Mannerism and the (High)Renaissance 

 
Crisis at the Turn of the Century (Savonarola and his repercussions)  

 
Week 2 

Leonardo da Vinci  
 

Early Michelangelo (and Leonardo) 
 
+ Field Trip to the Metropolitan Museum in NYC 
 
Week 3  

Bramante and New St. Peter 
 

Michelangelo (Tombs of Julius II and the Medici) 
 
Week 4 

Michelangelo and the Sistine Ceiling  
 

Raphael’s Papal Apartment in the Vatican 
 
Week 5 

Raphael and the Spirit of Competition in the Renaissance  
 

Art of the Northern Courts I: Ferrara 
 
Week 6 

Sack of Rome and Its Impact on Art   
 

Review Session 
 
Week 7 

Midterm 
 

Art of the Northern Courts II: Mantua 
 
Week 8  

Florentine Mannerism I (Parmigianino, Pontormo, Bronzino)  
 

Florentine Mannerism II (Piazza della Signoria and Benvenuto Cellini)  
 
Week 9: Spring Break 
 
Week 10 

No class (due to field trip) 
 
Portraiture 



 
Week 11 (Research paper outlines) 

Titian’s Women 
 

Brescia and the spirituality of the Catholic Reform movement 
 
Week 12 

Michelangelo’s Last Judgment  
 

Michelangelo’s Capitoline Hill and New St. Peter’s in Rome 
 
Week 13 (Papers due)  

Veronese and the Inquisition 
 

Tintoretto and the Counter-Reformation 
 
Week 14   

Palladio’s Venice 
 

Review Session  
 
Final Exam 

 


